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Pro-resilience projects launched for Fiji

Suva, Fiji — 18 May, 2018.

Initiatives to help address the impact of the dhdugn rural communities in Fiji will be further

strengthened with assistance from the EuropeannJ(idJ) worth FJD 12.5million. The EU in

partnership with Adventist Development and ReligfjeAcy (ADRA) and Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, todaynjty launched two projects which will enable the
communities in the rural areas to cope and becoore nesilient to future El Nifio events.

Speaking at the launch, Mr. Christoph Wagner, HalaGooperation at the EU Delegation for the
Pacific, said " In Fiji communities who depend leso/ely on rain fed agriculture are highly affette
by El Nifio induced droughts. In particular, smafe farmers are disproportionally impacted by
extreme weather events. They are highly vulnerablg have little capacity to bounce back from
shocks. Therefore, the European Union supports Vit two projects worth FID 12.6 million
building the resilience of communities and farnterslimate change driven disasters".

Mr. Joseph Nyemah, FAO Nutrition and Food Systerfic€ for the Pacific emphasized, “that the
EU, Government of Fiji, FAO and ADRA partnership which this project is built is an exciting
opportunity that other donors can leverage, noy anlFiji, but also across the Pacific sub-region i
countering climate change induced food and nutritisecurity. FAO will draw on its expertise as a
global leader in the promotion of climate-smart andrition-sensitive agriculture to increase the
resilience capacity of the Ministry of Agriculturgiji crop and livestock farmers, with a particular
focus on women”.

In his remarks, the Fiji Country Director for ADRAMr. lliapi Tuwai, said "In partnership with
Government, EU, FAO and communities, we can leatmetresilient furthermore to support the most
vulnerable such as women and children to improws tftood security. Women’s involvement in
agriculture at a subsistence level is reportededigher than that of men in Fiji. Our role and
commitment in supporting the vulnerable will coninas we work together to support every efforts
in the development of our nation".

The projects will also suppodapacity building for the Fiji Food Security Clustiarough national
institutions and NGOs to help promote El Nifio adéiph and preparedness efforts, amtl run until
October 2020.



Media enquiries should be directed to:

FAO — Mr. Kevin Hadfield, email: Kevin.Hadfield@fao.org

ADRA — Mr. Mesake Dakua, e-mail: mesake.dakua@gmail.com Phone: +679 764 0541

European Union - Ms. Kamni Narayan, e-mail: Kamni.NARAYAN@eeas.europa.eu Phone: +679
3313633, ext. 115




