The European Regulation on Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH): 
Protecting human health and the environment. 

31 May 2018: Deadline for registration of chemicals imported to the European Union
Do you export to the European Union? If so, you need to make sure that the chemical substances that your exports contain are registered with the European Chemicals Agency by 31 May 2018. 

What to do if you export chemicals or articles to the EU?
The European Union's chemicals legislation REACH aims to ensure the safe use of chemicals in the European Union. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The REACH regulation affects non-EU companies that export chemicals or articles containing chemical substances in quantities of more than 1 tonne per year (on its own or in a mixture). Such exports must be registered with the European Chemical Agency. 
Non-EU companies that export to the EU cannot register substances themselves. In order to continue exporting to the EU, their EU-based importers must register the chemicals with the European Chemicals Agency. Alternatively, the non-EU company can appoint a so called 'Only Representative' to manage the registration. The 'Only Representative' must be a company or a person established in the European Union. 
The non-EU company needs to provide detailed information to enable the importer or the 'Only Representative' to complete the registration process. Companies that need to register the same substance must share data and related costs and submit most of the information jointly. 

Background: What is REACH?
The EU adopted the REACH legislation in 2006. REACH reversed the burden of proof on the safe use of chemicals. It is now up to companies to demonstrate that the chemicals they manufacture or import to the EU can be used safely and do not cause unacceptable risk to human health and the environment. 

Further information: 
The basics: Do you export to the European Union? 
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13563/leaflet_reach_2018_non_eu_en.pdf
European Chemicals Agency – REACH registration 2018 
https://echa.europa.eu/reach-2018 
