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Honourable Minister of Finance,

NACAP Chairman,

CHRAJ Deputy Commissioner,

Accountability and Law Enforcement agencies Heads,
Diplomatic colleagues, EU ambassadors,
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure for me to be here today at thisdh and to talk about the European Union's
support for Ghana’s Anti-Corruption efforts.

The National Anti-Corruption Plan (NACAP) was apped by Parliament in 2014 and is a
clear reference point. This plan that is part & fight against poverty in Ghana, in line not
only with Ghana’s development strategy but alsduviternational goals.

As far as the European Union is concerned, we hawg been to address this issue in our
development cooperation policy. The “EU consensusievelopment” (2006) reckons that
corruption must not be addressed in isolation,shaiuld be integrated into development and

poverty reduction strategies and into supportliergrocesses of democratic governance.
We all need to work together in this area.
That is why Ghana’s Development Partners, includivggEU and its Member States, have

committed themselves to align their current andriitassistance to Ghana with the priorities

and objectives identified in the overall Countrya®&gy.



The European Union has agreed with Ghana that 1fe European Development Fund
National Indicative Programme will focus on thre@pties. The first of these is Governance,
Public Sector Management and Accountability. (Thikep two areas are Productive
Investment for Agriculture in Savannah Ecologicaings; and Employment and Social

Protection).

Under the first sectoiGovernance, our objective is to support democracy and good
governance in a country that remains a referencéfrica. The aim is to achieve a more
accountable and efficient public sector that desivguality services at national and local
level. We also want to assist improving domestieneie mobilisation and management,
including natural resources, in a transparent wAgd we want to support the enhancement

of the rule of law and the fight against corruption

| wish here to mention that in Ghana we work clpseith the United Kingdom in the fight
against corruption, with DFID having prepared a raegramme that is complementary to
ARAP. | understand that tHgK will provide up to £9.7mover five years (2015 — 2020) to
improve implementation of anti-corruption measumsGhana, from scrutiny to punitive

action, increasing the risks for those engagingpimupt activities.

What is the EU Ghana Anti-Corruption, Rule of Law and Accountability programme
about? (ARAP, 5 years, €20m).

First and foremost it aims at supporting tNational Anti-Corruption Action Plan. Our

programme is aligned with NACAP objectives.
How will we do this?

First, we will build the capacity of civic educatiproviders NCCE, CHRAJ, CSOsand the
media— to conduct campaigns, advocate and lobbyirforeased accountability and a

reduction in corruption.

Second, we aim to strength&aw enforcement agenciesThis means building prosecutors'
capacity to prosecute corruption and related offenét means building the capacity of the
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Judiciary to hear and decide corruption cases atated offences, as the best means of
enhancing accountability standards in country. Ar@lso means supporting the police and
Judiciary to combat corruption amongst their ranks.

This is an ambitious programme. It will only sucde#é there isfull ownership and

commitment from the government and citizens.

Indeed, CHRAJ has a key role in anti-corruptioroef and other agencies play their role too,
| wish to name the Economic an Organised Crimec®ftEOCO), the Financial Intelligence

Centre (FIC), the Parliamentary accountability catteas present here today.

But we know that some of these agencies lack ressuio deliver and have suffered from

delayed appointment of their leadership.

Thus, we make aappeal hereto the government to reaffirm its commitment byppding

the needed resources and leadership to help theseias deliver.

Last week we held our annuRolitical Dialogue with the Government. We discussed many
priorities in our cooperation, including our antircuption efforts. | pointed out that when we
talk to leaders from civil society, many of thenm-particular young leaders - tell us they lack

confidence in the institutions to effectively figtarruption.

And above all it is the impunity achieved by thepstrators of corruption, - the lack of

sanctions that is a source of disillusionment anmtbegyoung.

Corruption is also a major contributor to poverty.has a hugely negative impact on
governments’ ability to provide social services iovest in infrastructure and economic
development in order to help their citizens lifemhselves out of extreme poverty and move
their countries towards greater prosperity. Coiaptis also bad for business, deterring

investors from creating new jobs. So, corruptioreally the enemy of development.

| should like to quote theommuniqué from the recent London summitadopted amongst

other by President Mahama on behalf of the Gharnzeéaple, which says:



Corruption is at the heart of so many of the waslgiroblems. It erodes public trust in
government, undermines the rule of law, and maye gige to political and economic
grievances that may, in conjunction with other dast fuel violent extremism. Tackling
corruption is vital for sustaining economic statyiliand growth, maintaining security of
societies, protecting human rights, reducing poyeprotecting the environment for future

generations and addressing serious and organisedecr

So there is no doubthy we have to work together to tackle corruption.

How we will do it is through support to strengthen th&itutions in the front line.

And we will also continue our wider work in suppoftbetterpublic financial management
something | know is close to the Minister's hed't have made some good progress in the
area of payroll and ghost workers in the past yaad we need to continue this work to

ensure that all public funds are properly spentaswbunted for.

Ladies and Gentlemen, this is an important dayrd ieemuch work to be done. | should like
to encourage all of you who work in the front lmgainst corruption to re double your efforts.
With our support | am sure we can all make inroadhis fight, in the interest of our joint

cooperation and in the interests of the peopletara.



