European Union funded Youth Dialogue Caravan

on Gender Equality and LGBTQIA+ Rights in Thailand

Youth Voices on Gender Equality:
Wellbeing, Mental Health and Inclusive Environments

Monday, 22 June 2026
09:00-16:00 hrs.
Venue: Information Technology Service Center, Chiang Mai University

(Draft programme as of 2 June 2026)

Background

The Youth Dialogue Caravan 2026 in Chiang Mai is the second one in its series, following the previous one
in Bangkok and to be followed by the other one in Khon Kaen. This Caravan in Chiang Mai builds on the
national dialogue by focusing on the role of universities as key ecosystems shaping youth wellbeing, gender
equality, and inclusion.

As part of the European Union’s engagement in promoting gender equality and LGBTQIA+ rights in Thailand
during Pride Month, this event brings together youth, academic institutions, policymakers, and civil society
to exchange perspectives grounded in both institutional and lived realities.

Universities play a critical role not only as centres of learning, but also as environments where social norms,
access to services, and inclusive practices are shaped. However, challenges such as discrimination, stigma,
and unequal access to opportunities continue to affect young people, particularly women and LGBTQIA+
youth. This dialogue therefore aims to explore how universities can strengthen their role as inclusive
ecosystems that support diversity, equity, and wellbeing for all.

Format of the Caravan

The programme adopts a participatory and dialogue-based approach, combining institutional perspectives
with lived experiences from youth and community actors. It places particular emphasis on the role of
universities as spaces where policies, practices, and social dynamics intersect.

Through a mix of panel discussions, interactive exercises, and small-group dialogues, participants will reflect
on key challenges related to gender equality and LGBTQIA+ inclusion within university and community
settings. The sessions are designed to encourage open exchange, critical reflection, and collaborative
problem-solving, leading to practical and context-responsive recommendations for more inclusive and
supportive environments.



Audience

The caravan event aims to attract 80-100 participants from the following audience:

o Undergraduate and postgraduate students and youth leaders.

o LGBTQIA+ activists and civil society organisations; university and government officials and
representatives from the private sector.

Learning Obijectives

o Deepen understanding of the challenges affecting LGBTQIA+ youth in university environments.

o Promote dialogue between youth leaders, university institutions, and policymakers on inclusive campus
ecosystems.

o Identify practical approaches for universities to support gender equality, wellbeing, and youth
participation.

o Generate youth-informed perspectives to contribute to national discussions on equality and inclusion.

Expected Outcomes

o Identification of key challenges affecting LGBTQIA+ youth in university environments
o Strengthened collaboration between youth organisations and university stakeholders
o Youth perspectives on inclusive campus policies and support systems

o Contributions to the Youth Equality Recommendations 2026

Please register participation through the following link:
For more information, please contact:

This event is organized vnder the EU-Thailand Cooperation Facility, an EU-funded project implemented by
DT Global Europe.
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WORKSHOP AGENDA

Youth Voices on Gender Equality

*All sessions will be conducted in Thai with simultaneous interpretation to English

TIME SESSION

08:30 - 09:00 Registration

09:00-09:15  Opening Remarks
* President of Chiang Mai University (TB C)

* H.E. Mrs. Luisa Ragher, Ambassador of the European Union to the Kingdom of
Thailand

09:15-09:45  Youth for Equality: EU Ambassador in Dialogue with Future Leaders

09:45-11:00  Panel Discussion: Youth Voices on Gender Equality: Wellbeing, Mental Health and
Inclusive Environments

Moderated by Moimoi Moana, Manager of SISTERS Foundation
Panellists

* Paniphan Rungsiri, President of Children and Youth Council of Chiangmai

o Suttitep Santham, Project Coordinator, Young Pride Foundation

* Awirut Oon-arom, Lecturer, Department of Psychiatry, Faculty of Medicine,
Chiang Mai University

* Mameaseng Siriwalai, young LGBTQIA+ indigenous activist and feminist
researcher at Sangsan Anakot Yawachon Foundation

* Nakarin Yamano, young LGBTQIA+ social work practitioner

This session will address key questions:

® What is the most critical gap between the policies of government, corporate, and
academic institutions and the lived realities of LGBTQIA+ youth in Thailand
foday?

& Why does this gap persist despite increasing awareness and policy
commitmentsé Where exactly are institutions failing?

& What is one concrete change that must happen within the next 12 months, and
who must take responsibility?
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Interactive Dialogue: Youth Experiences of Inclusion in University and Community Contexts

11:00 - 11:45  Policy Speed Dialogue - Youth Meets Institutions

Moderated by Phunchawaree Puapunsri, Youth Engagement, Gender Equality,
LGBTQIA+ Expert, DT Global Europe

A structured rapid dialogue activity where youth participants directly engage with
institutional representatives to exchange perspectives, raise priority concerns, and
diiscuss realistic pathways for change within a limited time format.

11:45 - 12:00 Youth Reflection Circle

12:00-13:00 ‘@ Lunch and Networking

Co-Creation Dialogue: Pathways for Inclusive and Supportive Communities

13:00 - 13:15 Workshop Introduction by Experts

Moderated by:
* Phunchawaree Puapunsri, Youth Engagement, Gender Equality, LGBTQIA+

Expert, DT Global Europe
* Siriwat Pokrajen, Youth Engagement and Outreach Expert, DT Global Europe
* Moimoi Moana, Manager of SISTERS Foundation

13:15 - 14:00 Exploring Barriers: Culture, Norms, and Access to Rights
three small group discussions
Participants will work in groups based on the three thematic areas to further examine
and validate the priority issues identified during the morning session. Discussions will
focus on understanding key challenges, affected groups, and underlying institutional

barriers.

14:00 - 14:45 Building Inclusive Youth Ecosystems
co-creation workshop
Building on the identified priority issues, participants will co-develop practical and
time-bound recommendations. Each group will identify concrete actions and

responsible actors to address the issues within the next 12 months.

14:45 - 15:00 @ Coffee Break

Youth Reflection Dialogue: Local Voices and Priorities for Change

15:00-15:45  Youth Perspectives Plenary

group presentations

15:45-16:00  Closing Reflections
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