European Union funded Youth Dialogue Caravan
on Gender Equality and LGBTQIA+ Rights in Thailand

Youth Voices on Gender Equality:
Engagement and Local Governance

Wednesday, 24 June 2026
09:00-17:00 hrs.

Venue: Khon Kaen University, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Room 3218

(Draft programme as of 02 June 2026)

Background

The Youth Dialogue Caravan 2026 in Khon Kaen is the third one in its series, following the previous ones in
Bangkok and Chiang Mai. The Caravan in Khon Kaen will focus on the role of local governance and
community systems in advancing gender equality and inclusion for young people.

As part of the European Union’s engagement in promoting gender equality and LGBTQIA+ rights in Thailand
during Pride Month, this event brings together youth, local authorities, service providers, academic
institutions, and civil society to explore how inclusive policies are translated into practice.

While progress has been made at the national level, gaps often remain between policy commitments and
implementation on the ground. These challenges are particularly evident in access to services, coordination
across sectors, and the creation of safe and inclusive environments for women and LGBTQIA+ youth. This
dialogue therefore aims to strengthen understanding of how local governance systems can better respond
to these realities and ensure more equitable outcomes.

Format of the Caravan

The programme adopts a participatory and action-oriented approach, focusing on the intersection between
policy, local governance, and lived realities. It creates a space for dialogue between youth and local
stakeholders to reflect on how systems function in practice and where gaps persist.

Through a combination of panel discussions, interactive exercises, and collaborative workshops,
participants will identify key barriers related to gender equality and LGBTQIA+ inclusion, particularly in
access to services and protection mechanisms. The sessions are designed to move beyond discussion,
encouraging practical problem-solving and co-creation of locally grounded solutions to strengthen inclusive

governance.

Audience

The caravan event aims to attract 80-100 participants from the following audience:

o Undergraduate and postgraduate students and youth leaders.

o LGBTQIA+ activists and civil society organisations; university and government officials and
representatives from the private sector.
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Learning Obijectives

o Explore how local governance systems influence youth wellbeing and inclusion.
Strengthen dialogue between youth leaders, local institutions, and universities.
Identify practical pathways for promoting equality and inclusive local development.

o O O

Support youth participation in shaping inclusive policies and community initiatives.

Expected Outcomes

o Identification of local governance challenges affecting LGBTQIA+ youth

o Youth-generated ideas for strengthening inclusive communities

o Increased collaboration between universities, youth organisations, and local institutions
o Contributions to the Youth Equality Recommendations 2026

Registration link:
For more information, please contact:

This event is organized under the EU-Thailand Cooperation Facility, an EU-funded project implemented by
DT Global Europe.
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WORKSHOP AGENDA
Youth Voices on Gender Equality

*All sessions will be conducted in Thai with limited simultaneous interpretation fo English

TIME SESSION

08:30 - 09:00  Registration

09:00 - 09:20  Opening Remarks
* Vice President of Khon Kaen University (TB C)
* Assoc. Prof. Dr. Orathai Piayura, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Khon Kaen University

* H.E. Mrs. Luisa Ragher, Ambassador of the European Union to the Kingdom of
Thailand

09:20 - 09:45  Youth for Equality: EU Ambassador in Dialogue with Future Leaders

09:45-11:00  Panel Discussion: Youth Voices on Gender Equality: Engagement and Local
Governance

Moderated by Moimoi Moana, Manager of SISTERS Foundation
Panellists

* Cheera Thongkraijai, Lecturer, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Khon
Kaen University

* Natthanont Boonsom, transman activist and student at the Faculty of Law,
Ramkhamhaeng University — Udon Thani Campus

* Wacharawuth Suesat, Lecturer, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Mahasarakham University

¢ Puncharat Taloet, President, Khon Kaen Gender Club
* Chaiyakit Waisungnoen, Miss Teen M Plus Nakhon Ratchasima 2025
* Sorawit Lim-o-pas Pulsawasd, Lecturer, Faculty of Management Sciences, Prince

of Songkla University, and Founder of Thailand LGBTQ Business Network
Association

This session will address key questions:

& Although Thailand has made progress on gender equality and LGBTQIA+ rights,
many young people still experience exclusion in everyday life. From your
perspective, where do LGBTQIA+ youth continue fo face the biggest barriers
within local systems and institutions2

® What are the key challenges that prevent institutions and local systems from
becoming truly inclusive and accountable for LGBTQIA+ youth?

& /fwe want fo create meaningful change within the next 12 months, what concrete
actions should institutions, communities, and young people prioritize fo build
safer and more inclusive systems for LGBTQIA+ youth?
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Interactive Dialogue: Youth Perspectives on Access, Inclusion and Local Systems

11:00-11:45  Youth Dialogue Forum
Moderated by:
e Phunchawaree Puapunsri, Youth Engagement, Gender Equality, LGBTQIA+
Expert, DT Global Europe
e Moimoi Moana, Manager of SISTERS Foundation

An open dialogue session for participants to share lived experiences and perspectives
on barriers faced by LGBTQIA+ youth within education, healthcare, local governance,
workplaces, and communities. Participants will collectively discuss and vote fo identify
priority issves that will guide the affernoon workshop sessions.

11:45-12:00  Priority Reflection Session

12:00 - 13:00 1® Lunch Break

Co-Creation Dialogue: Strengthening Local Responses for Gender Equality and LGBTQIA+ Inclusion

13:00 - 13:15  Workshop Introduction by Experts
Moderated by:
* Phunchawaree Puapunsri, Youth Engagement, Gender Equality, LGBTQIA+
Expert, DT Global Europe
* Siriwat Pokrajen, Youth Engagement and Outreach Expert, DT Global Europe
* Moimoi Moana, Manager of SISTERS Foundation

13:15 - 14:30 Exploring Barriers: Service Access, Coordination and Accountability
three small group discussions
Participants will join small group discussions to explore barriers affecting LGBTQIA+
youth in accessing services, support systems, and institutional responses, while

identifying key gaps in coordination, inclusion, and accountability.

14:30 - 15:30  Strengthening Local Responses for Gender Equality and LGBTQIA+ Inclusion
co-creation workshop
A collaborative workshop where participants develop practical recommendations and
local action ideas to strengthen inclusion, safety, and accountability for LGBTQIA+
youth.

15:30 - 15:45 @ Coffee Break

Youth Reflection Dialogue: Local Voices and Priorities for Change

15:45 - 16:45 Youth Perspectives Plenary

group presentations
16:45-17:00  Closing Reflections

18:00 - 20:00 End-of-Workshop Networking Reception
hosted by the European Union Delegation the Thailand outside of campus for

participants and invited guests
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