
  

  

 

 
The flagship initiative on Youth Mobility for Africa promotes learning mobility opportunities 
within Africa and between Africa and the EU. It supports cooperation in higher education and 
skills development, and promotes Africa as a study destination. 
 
Objectives 
The flagship has four strategic objectives: 
 

• Increase inclusive and demand-driven learning mobility opportunities and collaboration 
within Africa, and between Africa and the EU, through exchanges, scholarships and 
cooperation projects 

• Strengthen continental integration in the area of education by supporting regional and 
continental harmonisation mechanisms 

• Foster quality and attractiveness of African higher education institutions as destinations 
of choice 

• Support the empowerment of African youth for sustainable employability and active 
citizenship 

 
The Youth Mobility for Africa flagship initiative is part of the Global Gateway Africa-Europe 
Investment Package to increase strategic engagement between the EU and Africa in higher 
education and skills development. It focuses on learning mobility and youth on both continents. 
It will invest in human capital of young people, boost their employability through adequate and 
modern skills building, foster the conditions needed for academic and labour market mobility, as 
well as promote the inclusion, participation and consideration of young people as active 
members of societies in Africa and in Europe. 
 
The initiative contributes to the Youth Action Plan in External Action (2022-2027) and the 
commitments made at the 6th EU-AU Summit in 2022, supporting our common ambition for 
2030 and African Union Agenda 2063. 
 
Key information 

• EU contribution: €970 million 

• Location: Africa 

• Themes: Education and research 

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway/eu-africa-global-gateway-investment-package_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway/eu-africa-global-gateway-investment-package_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5884
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/02/18/sixth-european-union-african-union-summit-a-joint-vision-for-2030/


 

 

 

Implementation 

Youth Mobility in Africa brings under one umbrella several existing and new EU-funded 
programmes, including: 
 

• Erasmus+ 
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/  

• Intra-Africa Academic Mobility Scheme 
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/grants/2021-2027/intra-africa-academic-mobility-
scheme_en  

• Harmonisation of African Higher Education Quality Assurance and Accreditation 
https://haqaa2.obsglob.org/  

• Support to the African Continental Qualifications Framework 
https://acqf.africa/  

• Young African Leaders Programme 
https://www.eui.eu/apply?id=africanleaders  

• the forthcoming Africa-Europe Youth Academy 

 
This approach will help to strengthen and harmonise multiple efforts, programmes and initiatives 
addressing international learning mobility and capacity building in higher education and skills 
development, quality assurance, qualification frameworks and youth leadership in Africa. 

 
This flagship initiative aims to improve coordination between the EU and its Member States, the 
African Union and its Member States, and stakeholders from both continents, by providing a 
common platform for policy dialogue and exchanges. The involvement of a diverse range of 
stakeholders is sought. Improved coordination, synergies and complementarities will ultimately 
contribute to better targeted opportunities for African youth. 
 
Get involved 

• For organisations: If you are interested in a specific programme mentioned above, get in 
touch directly with the implementing organisations.  

• For students: If you are interested in a specific programme mentioned above, get in touch 
with the international relations department of your university/college to see if there is 
already an ongoing mobility project to which you could apply.  

• If you are interested in getting involved in the overall flagship initiative and its dialogue 
and policy discussions, email INTPA-YOUTHMOBILITYFORAFRICA@ec.europa.eu  

Links 
• https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/global-gateway/youth-mobility-

africa_en  
 

• https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-
world/global-gateway/eu-africa-global-gateway-investment-package_en 

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/grants/2021-2027/intra-africa-academic-mobility-scheme_en
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/grants/2021-2027/intra-africa-academic-mobility-scheme_en
https://haqaa2.obsglob.org/
https://acqf.africa/
https://www.eui.eu/apply?id=africanleaders
mailto:INTPA-YOUTHMOBILITYFORAFRICA@ec.europa.eu
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/global-gateway/youth-mobility-africa_en
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/global-gateway/youth-mobility-africa_en

