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On 26 November 1991, the European 
Union (EU) became the 161st Member of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO). The accession 
marked an institutional breakthrough, as 
it was the first time that the EU became a 
member of a UN body, and the first time 
(and unique up to now) that FAO welcomed 
a Member Organization. 
2021 marks the 30th anniversary of this 
long-standing and fruitful cooperation. 

For the EU, FAO is a centre of excellence 
concerning normative work and policy 
advice and a knowledge hub in the main 
areas within its mandate. The EU is the 
largest provider of voluntary contributions 
to FAO’s budget, being FAO’s most strate-
gic political, technical and financial part-
ner.
Between 2018 and 2020, the EU contribu-
ted approximately EUR 541million to more 
than 250 projects undertaken around the 

world, supporting FAO in implementing 
programmes and projects in line with the 
Paris Agreement on climate action and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Today, the EU and FAO are engaged in me-
eting the shared goals of eradicating 
poverty, hunger and malnutrition, jointly 
advancing the transformation towards 
more sustainable, resilient, efficient and 
inclusive food systems. 
The EU is committed to continued support 
for rules-based multilateralism, the 
United Nations and the Agenda 2030, 
addressing the immense challenges such 
as increasing malnutrition, environmental 
degradation, climate change, the COVID-
19 pandemic, conflict and crises, tran-
sboundary pests and diseases, and other 
global threats of today. 
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Country: TURKEY
Location: Ürünlü Village, Thrace Province
Date: 12 October 2006
Credit: ©FAO/Kai Wiedenhoefer































































Photo: ©FAO
Prepared by: Delegation of the European Union to the Holy
See, Order of Malta, UN Organisations in Rome and to the
Republic of San Marino

November 2021


