[image: ]
EU-Singapore Dialogue on Circular Economy 
Webinar “Extended Producer Responsbility and Beyond”

The EU and Singapore Ministry for Sustainability and the Environment (MSE) organized on 30 September the webinar “EPR & Beyond: Dialogue on Circular Economy”. The webinar attended by approximately 141 online guests, consisted of two sessions, the first exploring EPR implementation and the second, and some policy tools that are equally relevant to circular economy such as Repair and Reuse and Green Public Procurement. The webinar also included a presentation by Singapore MSE covering the latest developments in Singapore in this area.  

The events were jointly organized and coordinated by the Rethinking Plastics: Circular Economy Solutions to Marine Litter team (comprising of Expertise France and GA Circular), the EUD and MSE, as part of the Climate Diplomacy activities of the EU Delegation to Singapore

The webinar, attended by approximately 141 online guests (recording available on this link), consisted of two sessions, the first exploring EPR implementation and the second, and some policy tools that are equally relevant to circular economy such as Repair and Reuse and Green Public Procurement. The session also included a presentation by the MSE covering the latest developments in Singapore in this space.  

Participants were welcomed by the European Union Ambassador to Singapore, Ambassador Piorko, and discussions were opened by Director Hazri Hassan of  MSE and  Astrid Schomaker of the European Commission's Directorate General for the Environment. The webinar reinforced the dialogue between the EU and Singapore on circular economy and paves the way for future activities in this area important for our economy and the environment. 

The webinar was organized as a follow on to the 2020 Rethinking Plastics: Circular Economy Solutions to Marine Litter  Report which analyses the circular economy policy interventions in Singapore and the EU, two events were organized to initiate a new dialogue between EU and Singapore. 



	Welcome remarks (5’)
Ms Iwona Piórko, European Union Ambassador to Singapore

	
Opening Remarks (10’)

	
· Mr Hazri Hassan, Director of International Policy, Ministry of Sustainability and the Environment of Singapore 
· Ms Astrid Schomaker, Director for Global Sustainable Development at the European Commission's Directorate General for the Environment 
	The representatives from MSE and the EU Commission and will share the recent developments with respect to Circular Economy. The Rethinking Plastics: Circular Economy Solutions to Marine Litter project will be very briefly introduced by the EU. 

	Setting the scene: Presentation by a Champion of Circular economy (10’) 
Mr Joost de Kluijver, Director, Closing the Loop

	
[bookmark: _7ik9ystw91wp]Session 1 : Exploring Extended Producer Responsibility as a tool for Circular Economy (30’)

	What are the critical prerequisites for successful EPR implementation? Presentations by:
· National Environmental Agency Singapore, Mr Colin Goh, Chief Engineer, Producer Responsibility Department, Waste Management Division 
· GreenDot EPR Germany, Mr Helmut Schmitz, Communications Director 
· ALBA, E-waste Smart Recycling Pte Ltd., Mr Fons Krist, General Manager 
	Speakers will touch upon the successes and challenges of the respective EPR policy landscape and systems, including: 
· The role of policy directives and regulations
· The reliance on municipal systems
· The different approaches based on material type (packaging/ e-waste) as well different packaging types 
· The need for recycling technologies

	
Q&A session (15’)


	

Session 2:  Beyond EPR: Other policy approaches to Circular Economy (30’)


	What are the other policies that can drive forward Circular Economy? Presentations by:
· Sustainable Living Lab, Mr Veerappan Swaminathan, Director 
· Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Resources Management, Mr Joan Prummel, International Circular Economy Advisor 
· Singapore Ministry of Sustainability and the Environment, Mr Tan Shengyang, Senior Assistant Director, Zero Waste Policy 

	Speakers in this session shall elaborate on other factors beyond EPR that can drive specific aspects of circularity, such as: 
· The role of policy in supporting repair and reuse efforts
· The role of the government in driving demand for circular design, production and consumption
· Singapore’s circular economy approach to waste management (regulations, infrastructure investments, industry development, R&D, public outreach) 

	
Q&A session (15’)

	
Closing remarks (5’)
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