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Uganda National Journalism Awards 2023

Remarks by H E Mr Jan Sadek
Ambassador of the European Union to the Republic of Uganda
21st September 2023 at Mestil Hotel, Kampala

Hon. Betty Amongi Ongom, Minister of Gender, Labour and Social Development, 
Mr. Benard Mujuni, Commissioner, Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development;
Representatives of Political Parties;
My fellow Ambassadors and members of the diplomatic corps;
Civil society representatives;
Members of the media;
And of course most importantly – graduates of the first ever Uganda Democracy Academy…

Congratulations to all of you for having successfully completed this important course. Now that you have all successfully graduated, in years to come I hope to see these certificates hanging on the wall of your big offices when you all occupy senior ministerial positions!
Ladies and gentlemen, it was a great honour for me to present the graduation certificates today and to have the opportunity to say a few words at the end of this very interest discussion to mark International Day of Democracy 2023. 
As many of you will know, every year the EU Delegation and the Embassy of Sweden organise an event to mark this important international day. This year, we are delighted to have had the opportunity to partner with the Netherlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD), with whom we have enjoyed a very good collaboration in the organisation of today’s event. 
The EU is proud to have supported the Uganda Democracy Academy through the Women and Youth in Democracy (WYDE) Civic Engagement project. This five-year 5 million Euro global project aims to make sure that young people are enfranchised, empowered and included in all levels of democratic participation. 
The project recognises that, with half of the world’s population under the age of 30, democracy can only survive if young people buy in and become part of the effort to ensure everyone has a say in how our countries are run. Of course this is even more relevant in Uganda where recent statistics indicate that nearly four in every five Ugandans is under the age of 30. 
And so, I am very encouraged to have heard the impressive contributions from the young women and men in this room today. Our discussion has of course highlighted the many challenges that face young people as they attempt to become elected leaders and public servants. 
But it has also revealed the energy, ambition and dedication needed to overcome these challenges and build a new kind of politics – one which rejects nepotism and corruption and instead seeks to create a merit-based, transparent and accountable form of leadership that delivers for all sections of society. 
[here: possibly pick up on one or two of the specific challenges/opportunities raised during the interactive discussion.] 
It is particularly encouraging is to see this group of young Ugandan leaders from several political parties working together to jointly improving the quality of democratic representation in this country. This spirit of cross-party collaboration is essential for success in a multi-party democracy. 
Of course, elections are contested with individual parties looking to attract the most votes but governing in a multi-party system requires the ability to compromise, work in coalition and look above and beyond narrow party interests. It seems that, due to the good work you have been doing in Kalangala these past few weeks, the seeds of this cooperative, cross-party approach have been sown. Also judging by the discussion amongst the group in the room today, it seems to me that the future development of democracy in Uganda is in good hands. 
….
I am also very happy to see that we have with us today some members of our EU Youth Sounding Board. As you may know, youth empowerment is a top priority for the EU. To put this commitment into practice we have created Youth Sounding Boards at the Global and Country levels. 
In a very practical way, this allows young people from different sectors and different parts of the country to have an influence on the work of the EU Delegation in Uganda. It also helps to make EU action more participatory, relevant and effective for young people on issues including climate action, digital transformation, gender equality and peace and governance. 
I am very glad to see the good contributions that our Youth Sounding Board members have made to today’s conversation and I look forward to many more opportunities to hear from you and discuss our work together in the coming years. 
…
Ladies and gentlemen, beyond the critical focus on youth empowerment, the European Union, as you know, also has an unwavering commitment to democratic values. 
One week ago, in her annual State of the Union address, President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen spoke about Europe’s “unique and remarkable democracy”. And indeed the EU has much to be proud of – in the way it unites almost four hundred and fifty million people across 27 member states. Our history and institutions are firmly rooted in democratic principles, the rule of law, and a commitment to non-discrimination and human rights.
But of course, just like democracies everywhere, ours in Europe is not perfect and is constantly a work in progress. Right now, across the Union we see efforts to undermine judicial independence, alarming attacks against media freedom and the threat posed by new technologies including artificial intelligence. 
And so, much as the EU is pleased to partner with NIMD in support of the Uganda Democracy Academy, I want to make it clear that we are not here to preach nor to demand that Uganda takes lessons from Europe. 
Far from it. 
Indeed, it is incumbent upon each democracy to forge its own path to ensuring a just and equal society – one that is informed by its culture, history and traditions. 
As Europeans, we are proud to say we are champions of democracy, but that does not mean that we impose a particular model or ways of working. Yes, we strongly believe in universal values of equality, non-discrimination and human rights for all; but at the same time, we respect each country’s right to find its own route to making sure all of its citizens are protected and have a voice in the running of their country. 
Ladies and gentlemen, Europe is working on the threats to our democracy that I mentioned above. This year, the EU will pass a new law to regulate artificial intelligence in a way that reduces the risks to citizens and our democracy. We are also working on a new Media Freedom Act to safeguard an essential pillar of our democratic societies. And through the EU’s rule of law mechanism we are taking steps to defend judicial independence where it is being eroded. 
As you can see, the work of building, sustaining and improving a democracy is never done, and of course this is true here in Uganda as well. The energy from young people we have in this room here today is an encouraging sign of the vigour and innovation needed to chart the path forward for Ugandan democracy for generations to come. 
The success of this evolution will depend in large part on sustaining this spirit of endeavour and industry amongst the youth, but it also requires support from other key actors. Political parties must play their part in fostering internal democracy and ensuring young leaders are property supported and developed into positions with real influence and responsibility. The Government of Uganda, through institutions like Parliament, the Electoral Commission, the Equal Opportunities Commission also has a vital role to play in providing spaces and resources for youth leadership to develop.
For our part, the European Union stands ready to support these efforts. Through our continuing strong focus on youth empowerment, through funding for youth projects and through ensuring a consistent and structured dialogue with young people in Uganda, we are firmly committed to supporting the youth agenda in Uganda for years to come. 
As I conclude ladies and gentlemen, please allow me to say a special word of thanks to our co-organisers for this year’s event. We are grateful to Primus Bahigi the Country Director of NIMD and his team for their great collaboration and successful organisation of the first-ever Uganda Democracy Academy. I am also very grateful to Ambassador Maria Håkansson and her team at the Embassy of Sweden for their hard work in helping to make sure this event was organised successfully. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I look forward to our informal interactions during the networking cocktail in a few minutes’ time but for now, it is my great pleasure to give the stage to our very special guest today. 
Hon. Minister, I am grateful for you taking the time out of your busy schedule to be with us today. I hope you have enjoyed the discussions so far and it is now my pleasure to invite you to deliver your closing remarks.
Ladies and Gentlemen, please join me in welcoming Hon. Betty Amongi Ongom, Minister of Gender, Labour and Social Development.
Thank you.   
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