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cyclone.
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This component is designed to address the 
specific needs of the extremely poor people with 
disability. Where possible, livelihood 
opportunities are tailored to their specific 
capacities. The project also seeks to increase 
their access to social safety net programmes to 
ensure that their basic needs are met.

Women Empowerment
Special focus is given on gender relations within 
households and across the community involving 
both men and women. The project deliberately 
targets women as primary participants of the 
livelihood graduation component to ensure 
women-led economic growth.

Community Mobilisation
The project builds social support and change 
the social norms that exclude women, girls, 
people living with disabilities and others. 
Through grassroots advocacy, the project also 
builds linkage with public and private institutions 
to ensure extremely poor people’s access to 
various service systems.
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2. Households dependent on child labour
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Rangpur, Dinajpur, Kurigram, Gaibandha and Nilphamari in northwest riverine char basin; Satkhira, 
Khulna, Bagerhat, Bhola and Patuakhali in saline and cyclone-prone coastal region; and Kishoreganj in 
haor area. Additionally, the project supports ethnic minority groups in Dinajpur and Thakurgaon 
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PROJECT COMPONENTS

Resilient Livelihoods

The Resilient Livelihoods component is working to boost income of the extremely poor people (mainly 
targeting women) by engaging them in a range of Income Generating Activities (IGAs). The support for 
IGA development includes appropriate financial services, skills training for farm and off-farm activities, 
vocational training and microenterprise development. In addition, the project aims to grow and 
transform some of the potential livelihoods into business clusters by providing selective value chain 
interventions.

Nutrition and Primary Healthcare

This component seeks to tackle the intergenerational malnutrition problem through nutrition-sensitive 
and nutrition-specific interventions. The essential nutrition service package is ensured in three ways: 1) 
delivery of a package of essential services either by supporting better delivery of the National Nutrition 
Services (NNS) or through direct delivery where there are significant gaps in NNS capacity, 2) 
community-level work to address some of the social practices that prevent good nutrition outcomes, 
and 3) promoting income-generating activities that support nutrition outcomes where possible.

Inclusive Finance

Alongside technical services, target members receive grants, appropriate loan including seasonal loan 
and enterprise loan for IGA establishment and microenterprise development. 

Disaster and Climate Resilience
This component promotes climate-resilient livelihoods through early warning systems. It also explores 
ways to support households manage common risks such as illnesses, and predictable 

CONTEXT
Bangladesh has witnessed a remarkable progress in extreme poverty reduction over the last three 
decades. According to the Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) 2022 data, rural extreme 
poverty fell to 6.5% last year from 14.9% in 2016. However, there are still some pockets where poverty 
rates are higher than the national average. Those living in climate-vulnerable Nothwestern river basin, 
Southwestern coastal belt, Northeastern haor region, and areas with high concentration of ethnic 
minority groups are among those most exposed to extreme poverty.

Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) has been working for poverty reduction through employment 
generation since its establishment in 1990. In continuation of this, PKSF has launched a new project 
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departure in March 2023, the EU has taken over the project to continue supporting some of the already 
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EXPECTED RESULTS
The prevalence of targeted extremely poor 
population below the international poverty 
line reduced from 

56% to 40%
base value contributing to SDG 1, SDG 10

The incidence of participating households 
with increased resilience to climate change 
and other shocks increased from 

32% to 40%
base value contributing to SDG 13

The prevalence of participating women 
demonstrating increased empowerment and 
household decision-making authority (food 
purchasing, children’s education and 
marriage, control over resources) increased 
from

31% to 37%
base value contributing to SDG 5
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The incidence of stunting among children U-5 
years of age reduced from 

48% to 46%
base value contributing to SDG 2

The prevalence of wasting among children U-5 
years of age reduced from

17% to 16%
base value contributing to SDG 2
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