
Culture  
and media

Culture and creativity are at the core of the European project and at the heart of the EU’s cultural policy. Europe’s rich cultural heritage 
and dynamic creative sectors bring immense enrichment, pleasure and a sense of identity to millions of people.

The EU seeks to protect cultural heritage and diversity across countries and to harness the cultural and creative industries’ contribution 
to the economy and society. EU policy also looks to meet common challenges such as the shift to digital production and content, or 
how to encourage innovation in the cultural sector. The New European Agenda for Culture contains concrete actions to harness the 
full potential of culture.

The EU works to preserve Europe’s shared cultural heritage and make it 
accessible to all. It supports the arts and helps our cultural and creative 
industries to thrive, specifically through the Creative Europe programme.

What the EU does
The Creative Europe programme aims to 
strengthen Europe’s cultural and creative 
sectors and provide funding for around 3 700  
cultural organisations, 250  000 artists  
and cultural professionals, over 7 000 ci-
nemas and 2 800 films, and 4 500 book 
translations during its 7-year lifespan. It is 
investing €1.46 billion to:

●● promote European cultural 
and linguistic diversity;

●● drive economic growth and 
competitiveness in the crea-
tive sectors;

●● help the creative and cultural 
sectors make the most of dig-
ital technologies and develop 
new business models; and

●● bring creative works to a wider  
audience in Europe and inter-
nationally.

Creative Europe also promotes initiatives 
such as EU prizes for cultural heritage, archi-
tecture, literature and music, the European 
Heritage Label and the European Capitals 
of Culture. The 2018 European Year of 
Cultural Heritage aimed to encourage more 
people to discover and engage with Europe’s 
cultural heritage and to foster a sense of be-
longing to a common European space.

The Commission also coordinates poli-
cymaking, research and reporting on a 
range of topics, from media literacy and 
digital distribution to cultural heritage 
preservation or culture in external rela-
tions. Furthermore, it fosters cooperation  
and peer learning between Member 
States.

The EU’s audiovisual and media 
policy aims to ensure that, like 
other goods and services, audiovi-
sual media (film, TV and video) are 
subject to EU-wide rules to ensure 
they can circulate freely and fair-
ly in the single market, regardless 
of how they are delivered. The EU 
also supports the development 
and distribution of European films 
and other content, with the goal of 
promoting cultural diversity.

Find out more: https://ec.europa.eu/info/topics/culture-and-media_en

@europe_creativefacebook.com/CreativeEuropeEU
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https://ec.europa.eu/culture/sites/culture/files/commission_communication_-_a_new_european_agenda_for_culture_2018.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/actions_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/actions/heritage-label_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/actions/heritage-label_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/actions/capitals-culture_en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/actions/capitals-culture_en
https://ec.europa.eu/culture/policy/strategic-framework/european-coop_en
https://ec.europa.eu/culture/policy/strategic-framework/european-coop_en
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/audiovisual-and-other-media-content
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/audiovisual-and-other-media-content
https://ec.europa.eu/info/topics/culture-and-media_en
https://twitter.com/europe_creative
https://www.facebook.com/CreativeEuropeEU/
http://bit.ly/2jmBE3d
http://bit.ly/2jmBE3d
http://bit.ly/2jmBE3d


ONLINE
Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU 
is available on the Europa website at: https://europa.eu/european-union/
index_en

IN PERSON
All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct information 
centres. You can find the address of the centre nearest you at:  
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en

ON THE PHONE OR BY EMAIL
Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European 
Union.

You can contact this service:

●● by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these 
calls),

●● at the following standard number: 00 32 2 299 9696 or 
●● by email via: https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en

READ ABOUT EUROPE
Publications about the EU are only a click away on the EU Publications website:  
https://op.europa.eu/en/publications

EUROPEAN COMMISSION REPRESENTATIONS
The European Commission has offices (representations) in all the Member 
States of the European Union:  
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/contact/local- 
offices-eu-member-countries_en

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LIAISON OFFICES
The European Parliament has a liaison office in every Member State of the 
European Union:  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/stay-informed/liaison- 
offices-in-your-country

EUROPEAN UNION DELEGATIONS
The European Union also has delegations in other parts of the world:  
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/area/geo_en

Getting in touch
with the EU

Other factsheets in 
the series ‘What the 
European Union does’

Questions about the European Union?  
Europe Direct can help: 
00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11, 
http://europedirect.europa.eu 

This factsheet is part of the 
publication ‘The European Union: 
What it is and what it does’. 
An interactive version, containing 
links to online content, is available 
in PDF and HTML format at:  
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/
eu-what-it-is/en/

Agriculture and rural development
Banking and financial services
Borders and security
Budget
Business and industry
Climate action and the European 
Green Deal
Competition
Consumers
Culture and media
Customs
Digital economy and society
Economy, finance and the euro
Education and training
Employment and social affairs
Energy
Environment
EU enlargement
European neighbourhood policy
Food safety
Foreign affairs and security policy
Fraud prevention
Humanitarian aid and civil protection
International cooperation  
and development
Justice and fundamental rights
Maritime affairs and fisheries
Migration and asylum
Public health
Regional policy
Research and innovation
Single market
Sport
Taxation
Trade
Transport
Youth

Manuscript completed in January 2020

The European Commission is not liable for any consequence stemming from the reuse of this publication.

Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union,2020

© European Union, 2020

The reuse policy of European Commission documents is implemented by the Commission Decision 2011/833/EU 
of 12 December 2011 on the reuse of Commission documents (OJ L 330, 14.12.2011, p. 39).

Except otherwise noted, the reuse of this document is authorised under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International (CC-BY 4.0) licence (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). This means that reuse is allowed 
provided appropriate credit is given and any changes are indicated.

For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the European Union, permission may need to 
be sought directly from the respective rightholders.

All pictures: © Shutterstock, © Fotolia

Print	 ISBN 978-92-79-94824-4	 doi:10.2775/351216	 NA-06-18-098-EN-C

PDF	 ISBN 978-92-79-94860-2	 doi:10.2775/72424	 NA-06-18-098-EN-N

https://europa.eu/european-union/index_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/index_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publications
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/contact/local-offices-eu-member-countries_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/contact/local-offices-eu-member-countries_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/stay-informed/liaison-offices-in-your-country
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/stay-informed/liaison-offices-in-your-country
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/area/geo_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/eu-what-it-is/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/eu-what-it-is/en/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Culture and media
	What the EU does 


