
Education 
and training

Investing in education and training is the key to people’s future, particularly if they are young. According to a 2015 report, in the EU 
there are still more than 4.4 million early school leavers and one in four adults who have a low level of skills, which makes it difficult 
for them to access the labour market and to fully participate in society.

The EU helps improve the quality of education by encouraging cooperation 
between Member States and by complementing national actions. Erasmus+ 
provides opportunities for people of all ages and enables young people in 
particular to study, train, gain work experience or volunteer abroad.

What the EU does
EU countries are responsible for their own 
education and training systems, but the 
EU helps them achieve quality education 
through the exchange of good practice, 
setting targets and benchmarks and pro­
viding funding and expertise. The EU strat­
egy for education and training aims to 
meet the following objectives:

●● make lifelong learning and mobility 
a reality;

●● improve the quality and efficiency of 
education and training;

●● promote equity, social cohe­
sion and active citizenship; and

●● enhance creativity and innova­
tion, including entrepre-neurship, 
at all levels of education and 
training.

Erasmus+, the EU programme 
for education, training, youth and 
sport, helps tackle youth unem­
ployment by boosting young 
people’s personal development, 

skills and employability. With a total 
budget of €14.7 billion, it will help over 
4 million (mostly young) people to study, 
train, gain work experience or volunteer in 
another country. Erasmus+ boosts the job 
prospects and the personal development 
of young people by giving them the skills 
they need in the labour market and so­
ciety, both now and in the future. The Euro­
pean Commission has proposed to double 
funding for Erasmus to €30 billion in the 
next long-term EU budget (2021 to 2027).

The EU has set up a number of other initia­
tives to make it easier for people to study, 
train or work abroad. European countries, 
trade unions and employers cooperate to 
improve vocational and educational trai­
ning through the Copenhagen process. 
One result is the European Credit System 
for Vocational Education and Training 
and quality assurance network, which 
help people work and study abroad. The  
Bologna process and the European Higher 
Education Area make it easier for people 
to move between education systems  

within Europe by promoting  
mutual recognition of periods of 
study, comparable qualifications 
and uniform quality standards.

The Europass set of documents 
helps workers apply for jobs 
abroad by presenting their skills 
and qualifications in a standard 
Europe-wide format, more easily 
understood by employers.

Find out more: https://ec.europa.eu/info/topics/education-and-training_en

@EUErasmusPlus	facebook.com/EUErasmusPlusProgramme

http://bit.ly/2znJ3pN
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ONLINE
Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU 
is available on the Europa website at: https://europa.eu/european-union/
index_en

IN PERSON
All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct information 
centres. You can find the address of the centre nearest you at:  
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en

ON THE PHONE OR BY EMAIL
Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European 
Union.

You can contact this service:

●● by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these 
calls),

●● at the following standard number: 00 32 2 299 9696 or 
●● by email via: https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en

READ ABOUT EUROPE
Publications about the EU are only a click away on the EU Publications website:  
https://op.europa.eu/en/publications

EUROPEAN COMMISSION REPRESENTATIONS
The European Commission has offices (representations) in all the Member 
States of the European Union:  
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/contact/local- 
offices-eu-member-countries_en

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LIAISON OFFICES
The European Parliament has a liaison office in every Member State of the 
European Union:  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/stay-informed/liaison- 
offices-in-your-country

EUROPEAN UNION DELEGATIONS
The European Union also has delegations in other parts of the world:  
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/area/geo_en

Getting in touch
with the EU

Other factsheets in 
the series ‘What the 
European Union does’

Questions about the European Union?  
Europe Direct can help: 
00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11, 
http://europedirect.europa.eu 

This factsheet is part of the 
publication ‘The European Union: 
What it is and what it does’. 
An interactive version, containing 
links to online content, is available 
in PDF and HTML format at:  
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/
eu-what-it-is/en/
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