EU-GCC Dialogue on Economic Diversification
A project funded by the European Union

DIGITAL news

06t — 13t April

Interviews and opinions

* Four reasons why regional manufacturers must adopt Al. Link

» Deeper intelligence to drive sustainability in 2021 and beyond. Link

* IMF warns more funding needed to safeguard global economy. Link

* International support grows for raising taxes to fund recovery. Link

* GCC officials discuss COVID-19 health passport. Link

+ GCC economies expected to experience divergent recovery. Link

» Gulf officials discuss health passport project. Link

* World food price index rises in March for 10th month running. Link

* GCC Consumer Protection Committee Holds 4th Meeting. Link

* Women leaders can bring fresh perspective to economic policy, experts say. Link
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EU Trade Policy Day 2021. Link

@l Bahrain

*  Foreign investment soars 3.3pc despite Covid. Link

*  Chamber drafts blueprint for post-Covid business growth. Link

*  Bahraini economy recording recovery at current prices by 0.20% in Q4 2020. Link
«  Signs of Bahrain’s resilient economy. Link

* IMF raises Bahrain’s economic growth forecast. Link

«  Bahrain Bourse expects to attract two more listings, says CEO. Link
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https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/events/index.cfm?id=2262
https://alqabas.com/article/5844837
https://alqabas.com/article/5842273
https://gulfbusiness.com/four-reasons-why-regional-manufacturers-must-adopt-ai/
https://gulfbusiness.com/deeper-intelligence-to-drive-sustainability-in-2021-and-beyond/
https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/imf-warns-more-funding-needed-to-safeguard-global-economy/
https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/international-support-grows-for-raising-taxes-to-fund-recovery/
https://timesofoman.com/article/gcc-officials-discuss-covid-19-health-passport
https://timesofoman.com/article/gcc-economies-expected-to-experience-divergent-recovery
https://www.omanobserver.om/gulf-officials-discuss-health-passport-project/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1839906/business-economy
https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewstory.php?lang=en&newsid=2215300
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/economy/what-happens-when-women-run-the-economy-were-about-to-find-out
https://alqabas.com/article/5845068
https://alqabas.com/article/5842472
https://www.gdnonline.com/Details/941875
https://www.gdnonline.com/Details/941615
https://www.bna.bh/en/Bahrainieconomyrecordingrecoveryatcurrentpricesby0.20inQ42020.aspx?cms=q8FmFJgiscL2fwIzON1%2bDoDlyePiBc2I9rzfcO6c1lI%3d
https://www.newsofbahrain.com/business/71712.html#business
https://www.newsofbahrain.com/business/71607.html#business
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1841671/business-economy
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1245407
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1244962
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1244966
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1245862
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*  Kuwait’s state oil company to seek up to $20bn of funding. Link

*  KUNA : Kuwait sovereign fund emphatically denies rumors. Link

*  KUNA : IMF expects stronger economic recovery in 2021. Link

*  Move to protect SME’s. Link

* Rapid vaccine rollout to underpin economic recover. Link

+  Kuwait's economic activity slowly recovering from pandemic-hit '20. Link
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- Oman

*+ Oman is said to study strategic options for state energy firm OQ. Link
+  Oman is more than halfway towards meeting its financing needs for 2021. Link
* IMF forecasts 7.4pc growth in Oman's economy in 2022. Link
* Inflation in Oman decreases in March. Link
* Regular government review to help better Oman’s credit ratings: Ministry of Economy. Link
*  Oman announces measure to support SMEs. Link
*  Non-oil activities to contribute 37% of total government revenues. Link
«  ‘Green hydrogen’ to cost less than natural gas. Link
*  Oman has robust laws to combat money laundering, terror financing: CBO. Link
*  Higher oll prices, stimulus plan to buoy FDI into Oman: Report. Link
* Nano City Project makes headway in Sur. Link
* Regular government fiscal reviews to buoy Oman'’s credit ratings. Link
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* Private sector exports return to pre-pandemic levels. Link
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https://gulfbusiness.com/oman-is-said-to-study-strategic-options-for-state-energy-firm-oq/
https://gulfbusiness.com/oman-is-more-than-halfway-towards-meeting-its-financing-needs-for-2021/
https://timesofoman.com/article/imf-forecasts-74pc-growth-in-omans-economy-in-2022
https://www.timesofoman.com/article/inflation-in-oman-decreases-in-march
https://www.timesofoman.com/article/regular-government-review-to-help-better-omans-credit-ratings-ministry-of-economy
https://timesofoman.com/article/oman-announces-measure-to-support-smes
https://timesofoman.com/article/non-oil-activities-to-contribute-37-of-total-government-revenues
https://www.omanobserver.om/green-hydrogen-to-cost-less-than-natural-gas/
https://www.omanobserver.om/oman-has-robust-laws-to-combat-money-laundering-terror-financing-cbo/
https://www.omanobserver.om/higher-oil-prices-stimulus-plan-to-buoy-fdi-into-oman-report/
https://www.omanobserver.om/nano-city-project-makes-headway-in-sur/
https://www.omanobserver.om/regular-government-fiscal-reviews-to-buoy-omans-credit-ratings/
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/30337/%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a7%d8%a1-%d8%a7%d9%81%d8%aa%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%b6%d9%8a-%d8%ad%d9%88%d9%84-%d8%ae%d8%b7%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%ad%d9%81%d9%8a%d8%b2-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%aa%d8%b5%d8%a7%d8%af%d9%8a-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%b7%d9%86%d8%a9
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/30507/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a3%d9%85%d9%85-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%aa%d8%ad%d8%af%d8%a9-%d9%84%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%83%d8%a7%d9%86-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%b7%d9%86%d8%a9-%d9%86%d9%85%d9%88%d8%b0%d8%ac-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%86%d8%aa%d9%82%d8%a7%d9%84-%d8%a5%d9%84%d9%89-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%b9%d8%af%d8%a7%d8%af-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%82%d8%a7%d8%a6%d9%85-%d8%b9%d9%84%d9%89-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d8%ac%d9%84%d8%a7%d8%aa
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/30526/%d8%b5%d9%86%d8%af%d9%88%d9%82-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%86%d9%82%d8%af-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%af%d9%88%d9%84%d9%8a-%d9%8a%d8%aa%d9%88%d9%82%d8%b9-%d9%86%d9%85%d9%88-%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%aa%d8%b5%d8%a7%d8%af-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%b7%d9%86%d8%a9-%d8%a8%d9%86%d8%b3%d8%a8%d8%a9-4%d8%b17%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%a6%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d8%a7%d9%85-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%82%d8%a8%d9%84
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https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/30656/%d9%88%d8%b2%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d9%8f%d8%b5%d8%af%d8%b1-%d9%85%d9%86%d8%b4%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8b%d8%a7-%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a%d9%91%d9%8b%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d8%b4%d8%a3%d9%86-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%86%d8%a7%d9%82%d8%b5%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d9%83%d9%88%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%84%d9%84%d9%85%d8%a4%d8%b3%d9%91%d8%b3%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b5%d8%ba%d9%8a%d8%b1%d8%a9-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%aa%d9%88%d8%b3%d8%b7%d8%a9
https://gulfbusiness.com/kuwaits-state-oil-company-to-seek-up-to-20bn-of-funding/
https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2970385&Language=en
https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2969754&Language=en
http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/move-to-protect-smes/
http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/rapid-vaccine-rollout-to-underpin-economic-recovery/
http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/kuwaits-economic-activity-slowly-recovering-from-pandemic-hit-20/
https://alqabas.com/article/5845197
https://alqabas.com/article/5845206
https://alqabas.com/article/5842615
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/12/04/2021/Private-sector-exports-return-to-pre-pandemic-levels
https://al-sharq.com/article/11/04/2021/%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%A9-%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AB%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-29-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B6%D9%8A
https://al-sharq.com/article/12/03/2021/%D9%85%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9-focuseconomics-%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-201-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-2025
https://al-sharq.com/article/13/04/2021/%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8
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Saudi Arabia

*  Saudi non-oil private sector growth slowed slightly in March — PMI. Link

* Revealed: Top 5 most powerful Arabs in Saudi Arabia. Link

«  Saudi Arabia pharmaceutical factories cover 36% of national demand. Link

« 500 Startups venture capitalist is positive about growth in Saudi market. Link
Saudi startups raise $76m in the first quarter of 2021. Link

«  Saudi Citizen Account pays $507m in April. Link
Saudi MoF launches financial claims platform for private sector. Link

* ICAO welcomes updates on Saudi Green Initiatives. Link

+ SIRC, SABIC join hands to realize Vision 2030 objective of circular economy. Link

*  Consumers set to spend more online this Ramadan: Survey. Link

*  HRH Crown Prince Inaugurates "Shareek" Program to Enhance Contribution of Local
Companies to Sustainable Growth of Saudi Economy. Link

United Arab Emirates

* Revealed: Top 5 powerful Arabs in the UAE. Link

*  Half of UAE workers prefer to work from home, Avaya study finds. Link

*  Dubai Chamber members’ exports reach Dhs54.8bn in Q1 2021, up 6% y-on-y. Link

*  Dubai’s non-oil trade tops $321.8 billion in 2020. Link

+  UAE remittances set for big increase during Ramadan 2021. Link

*  Dubai Chamber achieves 100% smart transformation of core services. Link

+  UAE anti-money laundering: Registration for non-financial entities, individuals extended until
April 30. Link

+  UAEFE’s first digital community bank receives nod to start operations. Link

* IMF upgrades UAE's economic growth forecast to 3.1 per cent. Link

*  Dubai posts Dh24.7 billion FDI, creates 18,325 new jobs. Link
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https://gulfbusiness.com/saudi-non-oil-private-sector-growth-slowed-slightly-in-march-pmi/
https://gulfbusiness.com/revealed-top-5-powerful-arabs-saudi-arabia-5/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1840076/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1840726/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1841201/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1841511/business-economy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1842166/business-economy
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/605317/BUSINESS/ICAO-welcomes-updates-on-Saudi-Green-Initiatives
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/605358/BUSINESS/SIRC-SABIC-join-hands-to-realize-Vision-2030-objective-of-circular-economy
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/605498/BUSINESS/Consumers-set-to-spend-more-online-this-Ramadan-Survey
https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewfullstory.php?lang=en&newsid=2209586&lang=en
https://gulfbusiness.com/revealed-top-5-powerful-arabs-in-the-uae/
https://gulfbusiness.com/half-of-uae-workers-prefer-to-work-from-home-avaya-study-finds/
https://gulfbusiness.com/dubai-chamber-members-exports-reach-dhs54-8bn-in-q1-2021-up-6-y-on-y/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1841036/business-economy
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/global/uae-remittances-set-for-big-increase-during-ramadan-2021
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/dubai-chamber-achieves-100-smart-transformation-of-core-services
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/banking-finance/uae-anti-money-laundering-registration-for-non-financial-entities-individuals-extended-until-april-30
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/news/uaes-first-digital-community-bank-receives-nod-to-start-operations
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/imf-upgrades-uaes-economic-growth-forecast-to-31-per-cent
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/dubai-posts-dh247-billion-fdi-creates-18325-new-jobs
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1240608
https://alqabas.com/article/5844887
https://www.facebook.com/EU-GCC-Dialogue-on-Economic-Diversification-109539507511590/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eu-gcc-dialogue-on-economic-diversification/?viewAsMember=true
https://twitter.com/DialogueEu
https://www.instagram.com/eugccdialogue/
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/87855/eu-gcc-dialogue-economic-diversification-project_en

