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European Union -

*  The EIF backs Santander Asset Management's Alternative Leasing fund. Link
+  Sustainable Finance and EU Taxonomy: Commission takes further steps to channel money
towards sustainable activities. Link

»  Europe fit for the Digital Age: Commission proposes new rules and actions for excellence and
trust in Artificial Intelligence. Link

- Bahrain
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«  Can Kuwait move forward? Link
+ KOC receives offers for four ‘pipeline projects’. Link
*  SAB recommends special fund for handling future crises. Link
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http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/can-kuwait-move-forward/
http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/koc-receives-offers-for-four-pipeline-projects/
http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/sab-recommends-special-fund-for-handling-future-crises/
https://alqabas.com/article/5846968
https://alqabas.com/article/5846937
https://alqabas.com/article/5846863
https://alqabas.com/article/5846560
https://alqabas.com/article/5846397
https://alqabas.com/article/5846275
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1966
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1804
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1682
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1246979
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1246985
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1247067
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1246969
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/news/article/1247162
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- Oman

*  Oman oil price falls $2.07. Link

*  Oman's share index ends marginally lower. Link

+  CBO announces auction results of 67th GDB issue. Link
*  Oman began implementing Value Added Tax (VAT). Link
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*  Qatar tops Mena region in WEF’s Energy Transition Index 2021. Link

+  Qatar commercial banks' total assets expand 10.04% year-on-year to QR1.75tn in March,
shows QCB data. Link

»  Full foreign ownership of listed Qatari companies will attract more EU investors. Link

+  Commercial Bank announces QR602.7m net profit for Q1. Link

» Digitalising cuts cost, saves time for firms. Link

*  QNB wins Green Market Pioneer in Qatar award. Link
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+  Saudi Payments launches Instant Payments System ‘sarie’. Link

* Real Estate boom in Makkah raises value of deals by SR37.24 million in a year. Link

* Nearly SR3bn in trade between Bahrain and KSA in Q1 2021. Link

+  Govt measures to attract foreign investment and ownership likely to drive KSA property
market. Link

»  Council of Economic and Development Affairs Sheds Light on the Kingdom'’s Vision 2030's
Most Important Achievements in Five Years After its Inception. Link
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https://timesofoman.com/article/100483-oman-oil-price-falls-207
https://timesofoman.com/article/100627-omans-share-index-ends-marginally-lower-97
https://timesofoman.com/article/100558-cbo-announces-auction-results-of-67th-gdb-issue
https://www.omanobserver.om/article/1100052/business/economy/5-percent-vat-on-most-goods-and-services
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/31313/%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%aa%d9%81%d8%a7%d8%b9-%d8%a5%d8%ac%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a3%d8%b5%d9%88%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a3%d8%ac%d9%86%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a8%d9%86%d9%83-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b1%d9%83%d8%b2%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%8f%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%8a-%d8%a8%d9%86%d8%b3%d8%a8%d8%a9-12-%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%a6%d8%a9
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/31204/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a8%d9%86%d9%88%d9%83-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%af%d8%b1%d8%ac%d8%a9-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a8%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b5%d8%a9-%d9%85%d8%b3%d9%82%d8%b7-%d8%aa%d8%b5%d8%b9%d8%af-%d8%a8%d8%a3%d8%b1%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%ad%d9%87%d8%a7-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b5%d8%a7%d9%81%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%a5%d9%84%d9%89-87-%d9%85%d9%84%d9%8a%d9%88%d9%86-%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7%d9%84-%d8%b9%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%86%d9%8a
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/31203/2%d8%b11-%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%a6%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%aa%d9%81%d8%a7%d8%b9-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a5%d8%ac%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a-%d9%85%d9%86%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b5%d8%a7%d9%81%d9%8a-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b5%d9%86%d8%a7%d8%b9%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a8%d8%aa%d8%b1%d9%88%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%a8%d9%86%d9%87%d8%a7%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%b4%d9%87%d8%b1-%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%b3-2021%d9%85
https://omannews.gov.om/Arabic_NewsDescription/ArtMID/437/ArticleID/31201/%d8%a8%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b5%d8%a9-%d9%85%d8%b3%d9%82%d8%b7-%d8%aa%d8%b3%d8%ac%d9%84-%d8%a3%d9%81%d8%b6%d9%84-%d9%85%d8%b3%d8%aa%d9%88%d9%89-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b5%d9%81%d9%82%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%86%d9%81%d8%b0%d8%a9-%d8%ae%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d8%a7%d9%85-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%b1%d9%8a
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/689537/Qatar-tops-Mena-region-in-WEF-s-Energy-Transition-Index-2021
https://www.gulf-times.com/story/689852/Qatar-commercial-banks-total-assets-expand-10-04-year-on-year-to-QR1-75tn-in-March-shows-QCB-data
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/21/04/2021/Full-foreign-ownership-of-listed-Qatari-companies-will-attract-more-EU-investors
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/26/04/2021/Commercial-Bank-announces-QR602.7m-net-profit-for-Q1
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/25/04/2021/Digitalising-cuts-cost,-saves-time-for-firms
https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/25/04/2021/QNB-wins-Green-Market-Pioneer-in-Qatar-award
https://al-sharq.com/article/23/04/2021/%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A4%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A9-%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AF%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%B5%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://al-sharq.com/article/27/04/2021/%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AC%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%A9-%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%86-2021
https://al-sharq.com/article/26/04/2021/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%A9-%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D8%BA%D9%84%D9%82-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-042-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A6%D8%A9
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/605960/BUSINESS/Saudi-Payments-launches-Instant-Payments-System-sarie
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/605984/BUSINESS/Real-Estate-boom-in-Makkah-raises-value-of-deals-by-SR3724-million-in-a-year
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/606090/BUSINESS/Nearly-SR3bn-in-trade-between-Bahrain-and-KSA-in-Q1-2021
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/606041/BUSINESS/Govt-measures-to-attract-foreign-investment-and-ownership-likely-to-drive-KSA-property-market
https://www.eyeofriyadh.com/news/details/1619422699-
https://alqabas.com/article/5846997
https://alqabas.com/article/5846607
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United Arab Emirates

*  Dubai Investments acquires stake in National General Insurance Company. Link

*+  GCC’s first blockchain-enabled precious metals refinery to open in Dubai in 2022. Link
*  FAB Q1 net profit rises 3% to Dh2.5 billion. Link

*  UAE banks well-positioned despite rise in NPLs. Link

* UAE to add 10 new sectors for 100% foreign ownership. Link

Ll el 0 Gl e Cild pal aa pd (5 sale 581

Loyl Al i) il alall pisall (A Luse (Y1l jlaY) oM pad) 2"
Lol il 3 08 4 jleY) ag) (31 susl A sans at 50 Jke 3.7

LV el 8 A peaddl Sleall (ol Aladll Alaally saas wilag a3 lile 11

As always, we welcome your feedback on the topics and sectors that interest you
most and you would like to see covered in future editions of the newsletter.
Ibenhmida@eugcc.eu info@eugcc.eu



https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/dubai-investments-acquires-stake-in-national-general-insurance-company
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/gccs-first-blockchain-enabled-precious-metals-refinery-to-open-in-dubai-in-2022
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/banking-finance/fab-q1-net-profit-rises-3-to-dh25-billion
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/uae-banks-well-positioned-despite-rise-in-npls
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/banking-finance/uae-to-add-10-new-sectors-for-100-foreign-ownership
http://www.wam.ae/ar/details/1395302930293
http://www.wam.ae/ar/details/1395302930292
http://www.wam.ae/ar/details/1395302930286
http://www.wam.ae/ar/details/1395302930272
https://www.facebook.com/EU-GCC-Dialogue-on-Economic-Diversification-109539507511590/
mailto:eugccdialogue@gmail.com
mailto:info@eugcc.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eu-gcc-dialogue-on-economic-diversification/?viewAsMember=true
https://twitter.com/DialogueEu
https://www.instagram.com/eugccdialogue/
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/87855/eu-gcc-dialogue-economic-diversification-project_en

