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Welcome to the

The European Film Festival is an annual global flagship 
event for European public diplomacy that runs in 

countries on all continents around the world each year. 
In 2022, the European Film Festival finally arrives in the 

Pacific as part of EuroFest Pacific!
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EuroFest Pacific is an exciting new celebration of diversity - both in 
Europe and in the Pacific - and an exchange of the best that our 
living traditions have to offer. This new pillar of the Pacific cultural 
calendar adds another dimension to the strong relationship 
between the European Union and the Pacific as we celebrate the 
uniqueness and creativity that we all 
share in common.

In 2022, the European Film Festival showcases 7 films from 10 
different European countries with a variety of styles, genres and 
stories. They provide a window to the vibrant world in Europe - 
from Finland to France, Slovakia to Spain, and more! They give 
an insight into the lives of Europeans from all backgrounds and 
show that we all have our own unique stories to tell, but that our 
humanity is what unites us all.  

The Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific is pleased to 
welcome you to the inaugural European Film Festival in the Pacific, 
and to EuroFest Pacific.
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Welcome from the Ambassador of the 
European Union

Bula vinaka, and welcome to the inaugural 
European Film Festival in the Pacific, part of 
EuroFest Pacific.

We are very pleased to bring this 
international celebration of European art, 
film and culture to the Pacific for the first 
time and showcase the diversity and talent 
of the best of European cinema.

The European Union is made of 27 Member States, each with their 
own languages, cultures and identities, and it is no accident that 
the EU’s motto is “United in Diversity”. This diversity is something 
that we celebrate about Europe and we hope to share with the 
world through events like the European Film Festival. 

The Pacific islands are themselves home to a deep tradition of art 
and creativity with their own rich diversity, and we are pleased to 
bring EuroFest Pacific to life as an exchange between our cultures.

As we emerge from the challenges and isolation we confronted 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the European Film Festival brings 
us together once again to enjoy the cinema with friends and 
family. It is a reminder of the importance of sharing our stories and 
experiences with one another, and an opportunity to reconnect 
with all that we share in common.

Shortly after the Day of Europe on 9 May, the diverse selection 
movies of the European Film Festival resonates with what the 
European Union stands for: peace, prosperity and solidarity. 
Thank you for joining us for EuroFest Pacific and enjoy the best that 
European cinema has to offer.

H.E. Sujiro Seam
Ambassador of the European Union to Fiji and for the Pacific.
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About the Delegation of the European Union 
for the Pacific 
The European Union is represented in the Pacific by a Delegation 
in Suva, which was established in 1975 and is responsible for 
the conduct of official relations with Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, 
Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, 
Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu, as 
well as the three Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs) French 
Polynesia, New Caledonia and Wallis and Futuna. The Delegation 
works closely with all the diplomatic missions of the 27 EU Member 
States represented in the region.

The Delegation functions much like an embassy to further EU-
Pacific relations both bilaterally and regionally, and is responsible 
for representing the EU in the Pacific island countries and 
promoting and protecting the fundamental, shared values of the 
European Union across the region. 

The Delegation prepares and oversees the implementation of 
development cooperation in the Pacific region. The EU is the 3rd 
largest contributing partner in the Pacific, injecting €650 million 
to the region with 150 EU-funded projects operating across 16 
Pacific island countries and territories. The EU supports our Pacific 
partners in areas such as climate change, environment, fisheries 
and oceans, gender, governance and human rights, trade, water 
and sanitation, and more. 
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Screening Schedule 

Friday 3 June

Damodar City

6:00pm Opening Ceremony

7:00pm The Big Hit 
France

Saturday 4 June
Damodar City Village 6

11:00am
Even Mice Belong In Heaven
Czechia, Slovakia, Poland, 
France

2:00pm Luzzu 
Malta

4:00pm The Audition
Germany, France

7:00pm Aurora 
Finland

Sunday 5 June

Damodar City

2:00pm Romy’s Salon 
Netherlands, Germany

7:00pm My Brother Chases Dinosaurs 
Italy, Spain
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Etienne, an often out of work but endearing actor, runs a theatre 
workshop in a prison, where he brings together an unlikely troupe of 
prisoners to stage Samuel Beckett’s famous play Waiting for Godot. 
When he is allowed to take the convicts on a tour outside of prison, 
Etienne finally has the chance to thrive. Each date is a new success and a 
unique relationship grows between this ad hoc group of actors and their 
director. But soon comes the final performance in Paris. Will their last 
night together be the biggest hit of them all?

The Big Hit 
Director: Emmanuel Courcol (2020) 
Main Awards: Art Film Festival, European Film Awards, Festival du 
Cinéma et Musique de La Baule, Victoria Film Festival

Comedy

Rated : Y13+ 
105 mins
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A film about two mortal enemies - a little Mouse and a Fox, who after 
an unfortunate accident, meet in animal heaven. They lose their natural 
instincts and become best friends. Their wish to stay together after 
they return to earth comes true, but they are reborn into opposite roles. 
Thanks to the power of friendship they can even overcome what seems 
to be impossible.

Even Mice 
Belong in Heaven
Director: Jan Budenicek, Denisa Grimmova 

Animation, Children film

Rated: G
85 mins 
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Jesmark, a Maltese fisherman, contends with a newfound leak in his 
wooden luzzu boat. Barely getting by, he sees his livelihood — and a 
family tradition from generation before him — imperiled by diminishing 
harvests, a ruthless fishing industry, and a stagnating ecosystem. 
Desperate to provide for his wife and their newborn son, whose growth 
impediment requires treatment, Jesmark gradually slips into an illicit 
black-market fishing operation.

Luzzu
Director: Alex Camilleri (2021)
Main Awards: Sundance Film Festival, Molodist International Film 
Festival, Sofia International Film Festival

Rated: G
94 mins 

Drama
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Anna is working as a violin teacher at a music high school in Berlin. Her 
French husband Bronsky is a violin maker. They have a ten-year-old 
son. At the annual entrance exam, Anna decides against the will of her 
colleagues for the admission of a boy in which she sees a great talent. 
She wants to prove to her colleagues that she was right about him and 
soon devotes more time and attention to her new student Alexander 
than to her own son Jonas and thus brings the two boys into competition 
with each other. At the same time, her marriage to Bronsky becomes 
more complicated. Anna withdraws more and more from her family 
and begins an affair with her colleague Christian, who encourages her 
to participate in a quartet. When Anna fails at her own concert with 
Christian, she feels under pressure. What she did not succeed in shall be 
achieved by her gifted student Alexander. More and more obsessed she 
tries to drive him to peak performance. On the day of the interim exams, 
a tragic accident occurs .

The Audition
Director: Ina Weisse (2019) 

Rated: G
99 mins

Drama
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Aurora, a commitment-phobic party animal, meets Iranian Darian one 
night at a hot-dog stand in Lapland. Darian is running from death and 
Aurora is running from love. They need each other in order to finally stop 
running.

Aurora
Director: Miia Tervo 
Main Awards: Edinburgh International Film Festival 2019 - Best 
International Feature Film, Jussi Awards 2020 – Best Film, Best Actress, 
Best Direction

Rated: Y13+ 
106 mins

Comedy
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Romy has to stay with her grandma Stine after school. It’s so boring. Her 
hairdresser Grandma is strict and in love with her salon. But grandma’s 
memory is not the best, and charming Romy can be at some help with 
customers and economy.

Romy’ Salon 
Director: Mischa Kamp (2020) 

Rated: G 
90 mins 

Drama/Family fun
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Jack has always wanted a little brother to play with, and when Gio is born, 
his parents tell him his brother is a “special” child. That’s when Gio turns 
into a superhero with amazing powers in his big brother’s imagination, 
like the ones in his comic books. Over time, however, Jack learns the 
truth: his brother has Down syndrome, a condition Jack decides to keep 
secret. When he goes to high school and falls in love with Arianna, he 
hides Gio’s very existence from her and his new friends. But how can 
you expect someone to love you if you conceal such an important part 
of yourself ? In no time, the truth comes out, and Jack realizes that Gio’s 
energy and vitality are contagious. Gio’s original outlook does indeed 
change the world, just like a superhero.

My Brother Chases 
Dinosaurs
Director: Stefano Cipani 
Main Awards: Venice 2019 Giornate degli Autori - Special Events

Rated: Y13+ 
101 mins

Comedy
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The European Film Festival is brought to you by :

Partners:



15

NOTES:
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