Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.
I am humbled and honored to receive the EU Human Rights Defenders Award in recognition of the human rights work that I do. I am grateful to our host H.E. Rudi Veestraeten, Ambassador of Belgium to Uganda, and the EU member states in Uganda and Norway for highlighting the work of Human rights defenders in our country each year. In the same vain I wish to acknowledge my fellow nominees, Mr. Eron Kiiza and Mr. Kayinga Muddu whose work is equally outstanding. Congratulations to you both.
While I stand here as one, I am far from an island. Allow me to acknowledge my family, my friends, partners and, in a special my colleagues at The Women’s Probono Initiative and our donors.  They are the wind beneath my wings. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am truly focused on a making a difference in the world by particularly advocating for the rights of girls and women. It is my dream to have a world free of violence and discrimination against and girls and women. This is a cause that takes center stage in my heart and mind. I am learning, making mistakes, but also growing. I know the power carried by a young girl and a woman, and the social impact such power can yield. One may ask, why do I do it? There are things we choose but there are also things that choose us. Advocacy for girls and women simply chose me.  
I come from a lineage of strong women that have worked so hard to see me get here. Whereas my grandmother who was born sometime in the 1930s, in pre-colonial Uganda missed an opportunity to attend school because her father assumed that was sacrifice he could make for the boy child, she ensured my mother, born in the early 1960s got an education. Today women in Uganda can study in the same space as the boy-child, just recently at the 72nd Makerere University Graduations we noticed 52% graduation rate of girls against boys 48%.  
Well as there’s steady improvements in equity programming, there remains systemic inequities and discriminatory practices in our society. For-instance, even though the law provides that anyone can own land, the practice is that women and girls mostly have user rights over land or family property. Many are unable to exercise autonomy and agency over land and even their bodies. Harmful customary practices such as child marriage still persevere making girls the chattel of choice in the face rising commodity prices and pandemics. 
My appeal to you all today here is that each one us makes an individual commitment to level the playing field for a girl or woman in your life. Each one of us I believe knows at least one female. Equip them with tangible resources to be able to lead independent lives, provide supportive structures like menstrual hygiene places at the work place, in schools, breast feeding rooms, make it possible for us to access services by not just building infrastructures and making sweeping policy statements, go an extra step to create an enabling environment for women less than you to enjoy the same rights as you do.
Together, let us Imagine a gender equal Uganda. A society free of bias, stereotypes and discrimination. I strongly believe the world can be diverse, equitable, and inclusive. We can achieve a world where difference is valued and celebrated. Together we can forge women's equality. Collectively we can all #BreakTheBias. I thank you.

