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Innovation is widely recognized as a central driver of economic
growth and development. The aim of the Global Innovation Index is
to provide insightful data on innovation and, in turn, to assist
economies in evaluating their innovation performance and making
informed innovation policy considerations.
The GII was created in 2007. The index has an important role in the
design of economic policy strategies. 
Now in its 14th edition, the GII helps to create an environment in
which innovation factors are under continual evaluation. It provides a
key tool for decision-makers and a rich database of detailed metrics
that are convenient for refining innovation policies. 
The 2021 edition of the GII proposes the use of a novel GII Global
Innovation Tracker, fully in line with the GII’s goal of advancing a
data-based understanding of innovation.
The GII 2021 report is published by WIPO in partnership with the
Portulans Institute, with the support of corporate network partners,
the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Brazilian National
Confederation of Industry (CNI), Ecopetrol Group (Colombia) and the
Turkish Exporters Assembly (TEM). 
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The Global Innovation Index (GII):
Role in Policymaking

Source: Global Innovation Index https://www.wipo.int/global_innovation_index/en/2021/
 

https://www.wipo.int/global_innovation_index/en/2021/


The GII adopts a broad notion of innovation, originally elaborated in
the Oslo Manual developed by the European Communities and the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). In
its fourth edition, the Oslo Manual 2018 introduces a more general
definition of innovation: an innovation is a new or improved product
or process (or combination thereof) that differs significantly from the
unit’s previous products or processes and that has been made
available to potential users (product) or brought into use by the unit
(process). it is important to highlight how these definitions capture
the evolution of the way innovation has been perceived and
understood over the last two decades.

Today innovation capability is increasingly seen as the ability to
exploit new technological combinations; it embraces the notion of
incremental innovation and “innovation without research”. Non-R&D
innovative expenditure is an important component of reaping the
rewards of technological innovation. 

The GII 2021 model includes 81 indicators and 132 economies, which
represent 94.3% of the world’s population and 99.0% of the world’s
GDP in purchasing power parity current international dollars.
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Innovation Definition & 
Index Methodology
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Framework of the Global Innovation
Index 2021

Innovation Input Sub-Index: Five input pillars capture elements of the
national economy that enable and facilitate innovative activities.
Innovation Output Sub-Index: Innovation outputs are the result of
innovative activities within the economy. Although the Output Sub-
Index includes only two pillars, it has the same weight in calculating
the overall GII scores as the Input Sub-Index.
The overall GII score is the average of the Input and Output Sub-
Indices, on which the GII economy rankings are then produced.

The GII relies on two sub-indices—the Innovation Input Sub-Index and
the Innovation Output Sub-Index—each built around pillars. Three
indices are calculated:

1.

2.

3.

Source: Global Innovation Index https://www.wipo.int/global_innovation_index/en/2021/

https://www.wipo.int/global_innovation_index/en/2021/
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2021 GII Pillars Ranking Comparison
across GCC Countries
Highlighted in green are the highest rankings across GCC countries for
each pillar. In red are the lowest rankings for each area, where EU can
assist the GCC countries in improving their innovation capabilities..
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Global Innovation Index Rank Trends
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Bahrain:
Strengths & Areas of Improvement
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Kuwait:
Strengths & Areas of Improvement
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Oman:
Strengths & Areas of Improvement
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Qatar:
Strengths & Areas of Improvement
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Saudi Arabia:
Strengths & Areas of Improvement
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United Arab Emirates:
Strengths & Areas of Improvement
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Report & data available at:

https://www.wipo.int/global_innovation_index/en/2021/ 
 

https://www.wipo.int/global_innovation_index/en/2021/
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About the EU-GCC Dialogue on
Economic Diversification Project
The EU-GCC Dialogue on Economic Diversification is a project funded by the
European Commission Service for Foreign Policy Instruments under the Partnership
Instrument. 
The project contributes to stronger EU-GCC relations by supporting the GCC
countries in the ongoing process of economic diversification away from hydrocarbon-
dependent sectors, including by funding regular EU-GCC Business Fora. 

The purpose of this project is to promote climate-friendly trade, investment,
and economic affairs-related policy analysis, dialogue, and cooperation
between stakeholders from the EU and GCC at both regional and country
levels in the context of the GCC economic diversification process. 

To learn more about our projects, forthcoming events, webinars and recent
updates, please follow us on:

https://twitter.com/DialogueEu

https://www.instagram.com/eugccdialogue/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/eu-gcc-dialogue-on-economic-diversification

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/87855/eu-gcc-dialogue-
economic-diversification-project_en

For more information on the EU-GCC Dialogue Project, and to download research
reports and other publications, please visit:
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