
International Peace Day  

- Today, we celebrate International Peace Day. We celebrate 
this day together – worldwide. Peace is an investment 
which calls for participation of all. 
 

- When reflecting on peace, one poem of Eva Rechlin, a 
German poet, comes into my mind which translated to 
English says: 

We need love for peace, 
of course also mind, 
and where there is something to heal: 
we need every hand. 

 

- Yes indeed, we need every hand. Peace needs all our 
engagement. Especially if there is something to heal, 
inclusiveness is of highest importance. 
 

- As representative of the European Union, celebrating 
International Peace Day also reminds me of former French 
foreign minister Robert Schuman, who’s project shaped 
what has now become today's European Union; an 
economic and political actor globally. An inclusive project 
that has delivered on its promise to bring peace and 
prosperity into a Europe where at that time a lot of healing 
was needed. This anchored shared values and solidarity 
amongst the people of Europe. We continue nurturing this 
vision and these values every day – in Europe and through 
our partnership with the rest of the world. 
 

- Sierra Leone has made notable progress in consolidating 
peace and democratic governance since the decade long 
civil war that ended in 2002. This includes the successful 
administration of four elections, including a peaceful 
transfer of power in 2007 and peaceful presidential, 
parliamentary, and local council elections in 2012, and 
subsequently a peaceful transfer of power in 2018. 
  



- For the Swedish scholar Johan Galtung, peace should not 
only be defined as absence of violence or absence of war. 
Galtung defined positive peace as the “integration of human 
society”. A positive peace definition is important, in 
international relations as well as in a domestic context. 
 

- Sierra Leone has chosen to continue to address underlying 
challenges in the country and to increase the solidity of 
democratic norms. There is no development without peace. 
Democracy and peace are both sides of the same coin and 
indeed the cornerstone for sustainable, resilient and 
prosperous nations across the world. 
    

- Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

- Before the Russian aggression, Ukraine had set itself on a 
path of sustainable economic growth and development. But 
Putin’s war has reversed the gains the beautiful country and 
resilient people of Ukraine have worked so hard to achieve. 
Peace will surely return to Ukraine – this is not only 
important for Ukrainians but also for everybody across the 
world. 
 

- The European Union stands with the people of Ukraine and 
the Europe’s solidarity with people Ukraine will remain 
unshakeable. 
 

- The European Union as a reliable and strong partner of 
Sierra Leone has supported the country’s transition from 
the brutal decade-long civil conflict to a nation that is 
working towards building its democracy, despite the 
challenges. 
 

- The European Union remains committed to continue 
supporting Sierra Leone’s nascent democracy and 
governance reforms for a better and prosperous nation. It 
is encouraging to see that Sierra Leoneans want to build 



and foster social cohesion among all people of Sierra 
Leone. Important actors on the way towards cohesion are 
inter alia political leaders, religious leaders, the Peace 
Commission and civil society. All stakeholders have a role 
to play to consolidate peace and foster social cohesion in 
Sierra Leone. A good chance for a positive peace – and not 
only the absence of violence and war. 
 

- We commend the efforts of the Government to consult and 
dialogue with important stakeholders of the Sierra Leonean 
society. It is crucial at this stage for national dialogue and 
unity, to continue to further engage Sierra Leoneans and 
bring more people from all sections of society to the table 
to forge a path for the development of Sierra Leone.  
    

- Many young people - who now comprise almost 60% of the 
population - face very high unemployment, which poses a 
fundamental challenge to the consolidation of peace. Such 
issues continue to colour the country's political and social 
life and need to be politically, legally, and socially 
addressed.  
  

- Also, we have witnessed in the recent past a disturbing 
trend of increased violence, hate speech and incendiary 
language, in particular in social media.   
 

- At this time, when a positive peace is needed, it is even 
more important to rekindle efforts towards national unity, 
fostering values of national cohesion political tolerance 
through constructive and inclusive dialogue. The full 
respect for human rights of all people is an important 
element of a positive peace.  
 

- Sierra Leone has been known as a peaceful country. In the 
last 20 years, Sierra Leoneans have built a hard-won 
peace. European Union as a longstanding partner will 



continue to support peace, democracy and development in 
Sierra Leone. 
 

- European Union will continue to support the electoral 
process in Sierra Leone.  We call on Sierra Leoneans that 
have attained the age to come out and register for the 2023 
elections.   
 

- As the poem I quoted at the beginning of this statement 
says: “We need every hand”. May International Peace Day 
inspire all people, to work together – for Peace!  

 


