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Speech by Ambassador Kristian SCHMIDT
The Head of Delegation
of the European Union to the Republic of Uganda

Europe Day, 9th May 2017
EUROPEAN UNION

DELEGATION TO THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

Your Excellency Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of the Republic of Uganda

Right Hon. Prime Minister Ruhakana Rugunda, 

Honourable Ministers,
Members of Parliament,
Your Excellencies, Ambassadors, High Commissioners, 
Members of the diplomatic and consular communities
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press,
It is an absolute pleasure and honor to host you. Welcome to Europe Day.
As you know, it is the anniversary of the Schuman Declaration. And this year is very special, as we European celebrate 60 years of the signing of the Rome Treaty, the founding treaty of European integration. 

In 1957, few people believed it was possible to negotiate, let alone ratify or implement such an agreement, which essentially called for Europe’s coal and steel, the ingredients of war, to be managed collectively in order to prevent future wars. 

Can you imagine this in other regions, in today’s world? Sovereign nations coming together and telling their neighbors and former enemies: “OK, instead of fighting for this resource, let’s give a supranational authority the powers to exploit it peacefully for us”.

You would be accused of day-dreaming if you said that.

Well, the miracle performed in Rome has worked! Europe has enjoyed 70 years of uninterrupted peace and development. That is worthwhile celebrating!
As we do so, let me recognize my colleagues from the EU member states resident here in Kampala, from Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, the UK and the head of Austrian Cooperation office.
Thank you for sharing your energy and bless you all! 

May I just quote at you the EU’s High Representative Europe Day message: “The European Union is the values we believe in, the partnerships we build in the world (…). Europe is what we, Europeans, make of it – every single day, each one of us.”

Well, I want to declare in this intimate setting that every single one of you is brilliant, and that nothing makes me prouder than to be your spokesman. It’s your commitment to the European ideal that keep me going – So to the audience, for what I’m about to say, my colleagues are also responsible! 

Your Excellency, Right Honorable Prime Minister, dear guest,

After 60 years, the EU renewed its wows in March, on Capitoline Hill, where the Treaty of Rome was written. 
We recommitted to staying together. It should be easy to understand why:

After 60 years, our Union remains an unprecedented historical success with 28 member states, more than 500 million citizen and 22% of global GDP. 

We may be just 6% of the world population, but guess what: We’re the world's biggest development and humanitarian donor (and that’s not about to change), the global leader on climate change, we won the last three football world cups (Germany 2014, Spain 2010, Italy 2006), and European nations consistently comes first in global ranking of happiness, eco-friendliness, quality of life, equity, integrity, etc etc…  Of course, we also come top in the global rankings of ranking-makers.

Your Excellency, Right Hon. Prime Minister,

Slogans are very popular these days, short enough for Twitter. Ours could be to “Make the World Great Again”. As Europeans, we simply accept that many of the challenges facing our planet cannot be solved alone, not even by the most powerful nations. Nor can they be solved by selfish nationalism.

In November, African and European leaders will gather at the 5th Africa-EU Summit. We will not put Europe First, and Africa second. We know we will meet with an Africa more confident, dynamic and optimistic on the international scene than ever before. And that’s just great!
Still, these encouraging trends are often fragile and not yet inclusive, especially for Africa's growing numbers of young people – whether politically or economically. By 2050, Africa's population will be 2.4 billion of predominantly young people. The way these changes will be managed will define the future for both of us. According to projections, Sub-Saharan Africa needs to create 18 million new jobs each year, six times more than the current rate. 

The outbreak of famine in South Sudan, in Nigeria and Somalia has led to unprecedented levels of forced displacements in Africa. They have also fueled increased irregular migration, first and foremost within Africa but also towards Europe.

I see three options:
One, Europe builds a wall, and makes Africa pay for it.

Then, Uganda builds a wall, and makes South Sudan pay for it.

Or three, Europe and Africa work together to address the root causes of conflict and create opportunities.

We favor the third option!

On conflict-prevention and resolution, over the last year, we have taken more steps towards a European Union of security and defence than in the previous sixty years. 

We are a key partner supporting Africa's security. We sponsor more than 80% of the AU’s programme budget. We back African-led Peace Support Operations, with more than €1.7 billion since 2004. We fund the Burundi mediation efforts, and the African Union Mission to Somalia (AMISOM) with more than €1.3 billion over the last ten years.

And we create opportunities. Already today, the EU is Africa’s 1st foreign investor, the first trading partner, and Africa’s first source of remittances. At the Africa-EU Summit in November, we will seek to boost responsible and sustainable investments in Africa, as part of the proposed External Investment Plan.

Yesterday, my friend The Honorable Foreign Minister mentioned the €3 billion EU aid package to help Syrian refugees in Turkey, and he asked how we will also help Uganda, now hosting 1.2 Million refugees.  

It’s a fair question. The answer is that with the External Investment Plan, we expect to leverage EUR 44 billion of EU investments for Africa until 2020 – 15 times more than the Turkey deal.
So the EU’s efforts to manage the migration challenges in our neighborhood are not at the expense of cooperation with long-term partners like Uganda. Uganda is a friend in need, and as we have shown since the crisis unfolded in 2014, we are a friend indeed. As the inflow continues, we will ensure high-level participation and pledges at the 22 June “Solidarity Conference on Refugees”.  

Indeed, EU solidarity with Uganda remains strong.

Your Excellency,

We know you welcome our development co-operation, but that you would rather wish to see an accelerated shift from aid towards more trade and investment.  

EU-Uganda total trade totaled EUR 985 million in 2016. In the last ten years it increased by 60%. We are your first trading partner, and we are the only main trading partner outside the EAC with whom Uganda has a balanced trade relationship. Let’s get the Economic Partnership Agreement signed, and take it to the next level.
Your Excellency, Right Hon Prime Minister,
Now, I’m going to say something about age limits… 

Some say that to elect their new President, France had to lift the age limit, and lower the legal minimum age. At 39 years, and with 66% of the vote, President Emmanuel Macron, is the youngest French President since Napoléon Bonaparte. President Macron won a fantastic victory, ensuring that France remains at the core of the European project – where it has always been. Vive la France! Vive President Macron!
We’re sometimes called old Europe. But we’re not done yet. We're not perfect. We know it. And we know you know it. As I said last year, the risk right in front of us is an old Europe, tired and scared, in the hands of populists. 
It hasn’t happened yet, and in light of the Dutch and now French elections, and the positive outlook for the German elections in September, it seems prudent to conclude that Brexit did not kick off a further European populist wave.

And that, I think, is good news for everyone. We all know the world is crying out for more collaboration, not isolation and nationalism. It’s true for Europe, as for East Africa. 
In the words of EU High Representative Federica Mogherini: “In the current global environment, our friends around the world look at us, look at the European Union as a reliable superpower for peace and human development – perhaps the only one. This doesn’t mean we are perfect. Far from that. Change in the European Union is necessary. But change is possible and is happening“

Your Excellency, and Right Honorable Prime Minister,
This is also true for Uganda. What that change will bring is your decision. But since this is the EU’s anniversary, I hope you will allow that we express three humble wishes: 

· First, that you do not let your democratic process stall or regress, and that those in power do not close their minds to minority views, even when their marginalization and despair leads them to express their disagreement with frustration and anger. We prey you keep the political space open.
· Second, that the security forces become increasingly accountable to the people they serve, and less frequently the source of violations of their rights. We prey you consider that, ultimately, security does not come from a gun.
· And thirdly, that you succeed in taking care of the country’s youth, and give them real opportunities, in a fair and equitable society, where young girls, for instance, are free from the scourge of unwanted teen pregnancies.

We make those wishes as friends and partners, and because we wish you so very well. 

With those modest wishes, let me conclude by thanking you, and you, personally, Your Excellency and Rt Honorable Prime Minister, for the excellent dialogue between Uganda and the European Union. We do not always agree, but as long as we always agree to talk, and to listen, I will continue to have strong faith in this country’s future. 
Finally, let me thank you. I am sure I speak for all the Europeans here tonight when I say that we European muzungus living in Uganda count ourselves very lucky to be here. Not just because your climate is wonderful, or because Uganda is blessed with stunning natural beauty. No, I want to thank your people for the kindness, tolerance, courage and resilience that we witness every day we spend amongst you. It is a real privilege!  

On that note, let me propose a toast to the wonderful people of Uganda and to the health of His Excellency Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of the Republic of Uganda.
[End]
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