[image: image1.wmf] 

 



Remarks by Ambassador Attilio PACIFICI

Head of the European Union Delegation to Uganda

International Day for the Abolition of the Death Penalty

Penal Reform International offices
Kampala- Uganda, 11th October 2021
· Hon. Justice David Batema, Justice of the High Court of Uganda

· Your Excellency the Ambassador of the Netherlands 
· First counselor of the Embassy of France 

· Honourable Members of Parliament
· The Chairperson, Uganda Human Rights Commission

· The Commissioner General of Prisons, Uganda Prison Service

· Members of Civil Society Organizations
· Ladies and Gentlemen,

EUROPEAN UNION

DELEGATION TO THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

First of all, let me thank "Penal Reform International" for hosting us today as well as recognise and praise the work they do.
The work of NGOs such as PRI in Europe and those in Uganda reminds us of the crucial role played by civil society in making our countries safer, fairer and more equitable. Civil society’s work ensures we can be more attentive to the needs, rights and aspirations of all communities and helps to make governments more responsive, particularly to the most vulnerable groups. For this reason, the protection of civil society space is paramount.
The European Union and its Member States hold a strong and unequivocal position against the death penalty at all times and in all circumstances. 
All EU Member States have abolished the death penalty and the EU is actively pursuing abolition of the death penalty at a global level. 
The EU is firmly convinced that the abolition of the death penalty contributes to the enhancement of human dignity and the progressive development of human rights. 
Uganda still has the death penalty but the last civilian executions occurred in 1999 while the last military execution was in 2005.  Uganda’s leadership must be praised for this de facto moratorium.

Hon. Justice, ladies and gentlemen here today, you will recall that in the recent past years, and around this time of the year, it had almost become a tradition for the EU Ambassadors to visit Luzira Maximum security prisons in what we called a solidarity visit to death row inmates. During these visits, we would listen moving testimonies of the death row inmates and hear their frustrations with the justice system, concerning missing files, pending appeals and so on. 
We have always been supported in our visits by Uganda Prisons Service and have always been impressed by their openness as well as the services and support they provide to the inmates. The education programmes offered within the walls of Luzira and other rehabilitation services are good examples that not all is lost once one is “admitted” to your institution. I recall for instance to have been invited to the TEDx thanksgiving and graduation event held in Luzira in 2018 during which three former death row inmates were awarded a law degree of the University of London. 

The Commissioner General of Prisons, Dr. Johnson Byabashaija, always supported our visits and he did so very proactively showing great abilities and dedication to his difficult job as well as respect – and never fear or contempt – for the views, ideas and messages conveyed by his EU visiting partners. I would like to extend my personal thanks to him. Commissioner, your openness and willingness to open your doors to us is always much appreciated. 
On October 5th 2017 when I first visited for the first time Luzira maximum security prison for a solidarity visit together with my European colleagues, there were 160 people on death row in Uganda: 154 men and 6 women. Today, there are 123 inmates on death row of whom 3 are women. It is an improvement but the total number is still very high.
Hon. Justice, ladies and gentlemen, I wish to repeat that no one needs or deserves to be executed. We strongly believe that the imposition of the death penalty contravenes the right to life and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment. History has also shown that death penalty does not deter crime more effectively than other punishments and that the abolition of the death penalty does not lead to an increase in crime.   Finally, no justice system is perfect; errors happen and innocent people have been sentenced to death. 
Hon. Justice, ladies and gentlemen, the judiciary remains key in the efforts to abolish the death penalty and we did notice how members of the judiciary have exercised prudence and restraint not to pass a death sentence in the recent past.  
It is also encouraging to see that the Government of Uganda and the Parliament have passed  The Law Revisions (Miscellaneous Amendment Act), 2019 concerning penalties in criminal matters, which would hopefully pave the way towards total abolition. 

Coming to the theme for this year which is “women and the death row”, today we are launching a report titled “Women who kill in the context of domestic violence in Uganda: How does the criminal justice system in Uganda respond?” This report is important and so revealing. It shockingly highlights that the majority of women imprisoned for offences against life have experienced prolonged domestic violence at the hands of a partner, spouse or another family member. 
I really must commend and thank Penal Reform International for this research and would like to thank the Embassy of Netherlands for its financial support. We must cooperate to ensure that this report is widely circulated and its key messages taken up by our friends of the formal and informal media whose role for the advancement of our countries is as important as that of civil society.
Finally, please rest all reassured about the EU deepest belief that the abolishment of the death penalty needs to be achieved worldwide including in in Uganda and also about our commitment toward this goal.
Thank you!
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