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The Honourable Speaker of Parliament 

The Honourable Minister of State for Youth and Children Affairs

Excellencies and Representatives of Member States 

The Chairperson of the National Youth Council
Young people of Uganda
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen

Please accept the warm greetings of the European Union Delegation and the Ambassadors of the European Union Members States to Uganda. 
It is an absolute pleasure and honour for me to participate in this third sitting of the National Youth Parliament.   
Let me express my deep appreciation to all of you who have come here today in person to have an open and constructive exchange of views at the third National Youth Parliament and also to those who are joining us online or following the discussions on the TV or radio. 
The Covid-19 pandemic has made it much more complex to organize events like this one and I am grateful that the organisers have managed to do it albeit in a slightly different format than in previous years.

I am delighted that for the second consecutive year, the European Union Delegation is able to participate in this event – many thanks indeed for inviting us!

I wish to take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation to the Parliament of Uganda which under the leadership of the Right Honourable Speaker, ensures that young people are accorded a space to participate in legislative processes as a part of their civic rights enshrined in article 38 of Uganda’s Constitution.
I also wish to thank our partners, especially ActionAid Uganda and Faraja Africa Foundation, for their contribution in preparing today's event, which enables young people to participate in democratic governance processes. Such participation is so important especially this year as many young people in this Youth Parliament are standing for electoral positions.

I also congratulate young Ugandans for having held five successful regional youth parliaments (some of which were held digitally), and I am encouraged to hear that the recommendations of the regional youth parliaments will feed into the resolutions for this third National Youth parliament.
Coming to the substance, I will profit of this event to raise few issues, ask few questions and share with you few ideas which I hope will help your discussions and deliberations. 
Two days ago we celebrated the International Youth Day which in 2020 focusses on “Youth Engagement for Global Action”. Engagement of youth in local political mechanisms and in global themes challenging humanity is absolutely crucial and the event organised today in Uganda fits perfectly well, in time and in scope, with the objectives and the theme of this year International Youth Day.  
Indeed the topic of the third National Youth Parliament is fully aligned with the theme of the 2020 International Youth Day theme and is also relevant to Sustainable Development Goal number sixteen (SDG 16), which aims at 'ensuring Peace and Justice and strong institutions'. These are important issues for Uganda as the country prepares for national elections. 
We all know that 'young people are the future' of a country and with nearly four out of five Ugandans under the age of 30, we could safely say that Uganda has more 'future' than almost any other country in the world. We all certainly agree with this, but we need to go deeper and challenge the view that youth only matters for the future. 
In fact young people are already here! The young people of Uganda represent the future but, even more so, they are the present of this country. Young people in Uganda - and everywhere in the world – have a voice, need services and opportunities and they need them today, “now-now”, and not tomorrow.
It is important, therefore, that decision makers ask themselves if they are just talking about youth or they are actually listening to youth. For instance, the Ugandan Constitution stipulates a number of duties and rights for every Ugandan citizen – youth included.  But do we allow the young people to fulfil their citizenship duties and enjoy their rights, such as: 

· to exercise public power in accordance with the constitution,
· to participate in regular, free and fair elections,
· to defend the constitution,
· to contribute to Uganda’s political, economic and social independence?  

With many Ugandan youth living in rural areas, what chances do they have of getting involved and informed and to exercise their 'civic rights and duties'? Do they have these opportunities in normal times? And what about during COVID-19 times? 
How can young, unemployed and vulnerable individuals be protected from electoral 'political exploitation' and co-option into groups serving only partisan political interests, rather than the needs of youth and of the country?

With the commercialisation of electoral politics, how can youth, who are often financially disenfranchised, participate meaningfully to elections?

During this third National Youth Parliament session, you -young people gathered here - will issue resolutions to be subsequently discussed by the tenth Parliament of Uganda. This is a unique opportunity to make your voice, and the logic of your arguments, be heard, debated and understood by experienced politicians coming from all over the country. They represent and serve the people of Uganda and they will, one day, be replaced by you!  

In preparation of that day you must ask yourselves already now if you, as youth leaders, are listening to the voices of the young electorate, creating a space to debate and to address the issues affecting the average young Ugandan and if you are sharing with them what you know, what you see and what you want for the overall good of this country. 
Issues such as teenage pregnancies, school drop-out, unemployment, sexual harassment, gender based violence, quality of education and skill creation, corruption, environment conservation, climate change, etc.., should not be forgotten in your discussions in favour of topics, such as elections, which might seem more urgent. 
It is important to place the work that you do, as well as the EU support to the engagement of young people on democracy, human rights and good governance, in the broader context of the African Governance Architecture project (implemented in Uganda by ActionAid) and the African Union Agenda 2063.

The latter in particular should be a centrepiece of your efforts as it pursues the vision of building up an Africa with strong democratic and human rights institutions; strong mechanisms for managing leadership transitions and of an Africa being a strong global economic player with empowered young people.

Madam Speaker, members of National Youth Parliament, allow me to take this opportunity to mention that the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Good Governance (ACDEG), if implemented, would be vital to transform Africa’s democratic and governance paths to attain Vision 2040, the AU Agenda 2063 and also UN SDG 16. I strongly encourage Uganda to ratify this charter to better and faster achieve the noble and ambitious goals set up by the African leaders for Africa.
As I conclude my remarks, I wish to urge the young people present here today to walk the honourable path leading to creating a corruption-free Africa in which leaders lead but also serve people, reject corruption and do not abuse their power.  You young people can succeed where many of us have failed.  The European Union will continue supporting the Democracy, Human Rights and Good Governance agenda in Uganda but also other broader issues such as combatting climate change and environment degradation in an effort to help ensure a better future for all Ugandans.  
Thank you.
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