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Media Report 

EUSFTA Outreach Event  

Singapore – 16 November 2018 

 

Summary: On November 16 the European Union Delegation to Singapore, together with 
Singapore's Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI), presented the first big public outreach 
event on the EU Singapore Free Trade Agreement. The event supported by EuroCham 
Singapore, the Singapore Business Federation and Enterprise Singapore was attended by 
over 350 people. 

Titled the EU-Singapore Free Trade Agreement: Strengthening the Partnership Between the 
EU and Singapore, it was graced by Dr Koh Poh Koon, Singapore's Senior Minister of State 
for Trade and Industry and Ms Helena König, Deputy Director General of DG TRADE at the 
European Commission. 

This was a follow-up to the landmark signature of the EUSFTA, the EU-Singapore Investment 
Protection Agreement (EUSIPA) and the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (ESPCA) on 
the sidelines of the 12th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit in Brussels on October 19.  

The intent of the event was to share in particular the many facets of the EUSFTA with the 
business community in Singapore.  

In addition to keynote addresses, there were two panel discussions featuring several 
industry experts who underlined the importance of the agreements for Singapore and the 
EU, particularly at a time of rising protectionism. 
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Key Media Highlights 

 

Singapore Media: 

EUSFTA with messages from Singapore Ministers in The Business Times, November 16th: 

Singapore's leading business daily had a full page on the EU Singapore Free Trade 

Agreement (EUSFTA), the Investment Protection Agreement (EUSIPA) and the Partnership 

and Cooperation Agreement (EUSPCA). There were two key messages from Dr Vivian 

Balakrishnan, Singapore's Minister for Foreign Affairs and Mr S.Iswaran, Minister for 

Communications and Information and Minister-in-charge of Trade Relations. 

Complementing these was an interview with EU Ambassador to Singapore H.E.Barbara 

Plinkert.   
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In Diplomacy, October 2018 Issue: Exclusive Interview with EU Ambassador to Singapore 

pegged to the EUSFTA 
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DG Trade Press Review:  

Proudly Presenting …the EU-Singapore FTA 

Today was the first big outreach event in Singapore for the EU-Singapore FTA, organised by 

our delegation in Singapore with MTI following last month signature of the FTA/IPA in 

Brussels  in the margin of the ASEM summit in the presence of Singapore’s PM Lee Hsien 

Long.  Not less than 350 people attended the event which was chaired by DDG König and 

Senior State Minister in charge of Trade Dr Koh'. 
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Social Media Coverage 

The EUSFTA outreach event received exhaustive social media coverage on platforms 

including Twitter, Facebook and Instagram with Minister Koh calling it "a big step forward in 

the strengthening of our multi-faceted relationship and economic integration." Several 

attendees lauded it as "a great launch event." 
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Upcoming Feature Articles on EUSFTA 

 Impulse (German magazine) 

 Le petit Journal (French magazine) 

 EuroCham magazine 

 ABC Carbon Express 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by 

Deepika Shetty, Press & Information Officer  

Danijel Bajt, Intern – Trade and Economic Section 

 

EUinSingapore |  @EUinSingapore  

 EUinSingapore | Web: www.europe.sg/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EUinSingapore/
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