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“RUG for Sustainability” End-of-Action Celebration - NaDEET Centre, NamibRand Nature Reserve 31 October -1 November 2016

The EU Delegation to Namibia participated in the celebration of the "RUG for Sustainability" closure event organized by the director of NaDEET centre (Namib Desert Environmental Education Trust), Viktoria Keding, and joined by the Hardap Local Authorities, representatives of the Ministry of Education, school principals, teachers, learners as well as representatives of the communities involved in the "RUG FOR SUSTAINABILITY". The main project objective was to expose three different communities (Rietoog, Uibes and Gochas) in the Hardap Region on how sustainable living can enhance their livelihoods.
The European Delegation to Namibia funded the "RUG FOR SUSTAINABILITY" project with a total amount of EUR  €286,263.93 
NaDEET centre –through the "RUG FOR SUSTAINABILITY" project managed reach out to three schools and their related communities in Rietoog, Uibes and Gochas, , exposing them to an environmental education program, during a three-year project.
Learners, teachers, parents, and the broader community members have been challenged to re-evaluate their interactions with their natural surroundings, empowering rural areas with environmental knowledge and allowing them to better understand the links between their actions and the impacts it has on the environment. 

Each community has received environmental learning materials such as weather stations, sustainable playgrounds and recycling areas. The RUG for sustainability project also provided schools with access to more than 500 pieces of sustainable technologies such as solar cookers, solar lights, fuel efficient stoves, as well as providing facilities to promote sustainable livelihoods. New vegetable gardens have been established in two schools, and the third school one has been provided with a solar cooking kitchen. Furthermore, over 200 trees have been planted in all three communities. Overall, the objectives of this project have been achieved, succeeding to empower Women and children whereby 53% female participants partook across all program activities and 67% of the sustainable living equipment was given to women. The project has managed to have an impact not only on these three communities, but also, through the use of social media and radio, the "RUG for Sustainability" program was shared with a larger Namibian audience.
EU Global support in the sectors of Environment and Climate Change:

Pollution, deforestation and desertification are just a few of the threats facing some of the world’s poorest populations. Ravaged environments undermine a country’s food production, public health and resilience to natural disasters, and threaten economic development, safety and the rule of law. Healthy and well-managed ecosystems, on the other hand, provide the conditions for green growth and jobs, and a better quality of life.

EU support for development is thus anchored in the need to protect and conserve environments and ecosystems for the wellbeing of all people. Its work in this area is guided by its commitment to global environment and climate change agreements, as well as its internal policies.

EU support for the environment - including climate change, sustainable energy and water - represented 5.7 % (EUR2.71 billion) of total funding for development managed by the Directorate General for International Cooperation and Development ( EUR 49.67 billion) over the period 2007-13.

The main beneficiaries were countries in the African, Caribbean and Pacific regions, receiving 45% of all funds. 

In Namibia, the EU total budget assigned for Climate Change adaptation and mitigation projects sum a total value of 7.1 million over the next four years. The majority of these projects include actions to counter land degradation and adaptation to climate change variability through the improvement of rangeland management practices and the utilisation of conservation agriculture as a basis for sustainable crop production and improved food security. Climate change mitigation programs in the field of renewable energies will be supported from 2017 onwards.

For more information:

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sectors/environment_en 

http://www.nadeet.org/ and http://www.nadeet.org/rug-sustainability 
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