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CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY RESEARCH

	Co-Applicants 
	· Botswana International University of Science and Technology
· BIUST (Botwana)
· Gobabeb Research & Training Centre –GRTC (Namibia) 
· Okavango Research Institute –ORI (Botwana)
· Namibia University of Science and Technology –NUST  (Namibia) 
· University of Zambia –UNZA (Zambia)

	Title of the action
	NEED: Network of Excellence in Renewable Energy Technologies for Development

	Location 
	Botswana, Namibia and Zambia

	Objectives of the action
	Overall objectives 
1. To strengthen the internal Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) capacity in the field of renewable energy technologies (RET) of Southern African countries
2. To foster a long-lasting cooperation of science and technology (S&T) stakeholders within Southern African partners and the EU
3. To create an institutional framework for science, technology and innovation in RET in Southern Africa

Specific objectives
1. To inter-link policy makers, research institutions and stakeholders of the private sector to promote innovation in RET
2. To promote consensus building in the field of S&T policies & planning in RET
3. To enhance practical education for RET
4. To support accelerated adoption of new technologies into the private sector by RET standards
5. To develop two model regions ('best practice') in order to foster sustainable national energy and rural development policies

	Target group(s)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Target groups are groups/entities who will directly benefit from the action at the action purpose level.] 

	Governmental institutions; research institutions; education sector; private sector; specific stakeholders of the two model regions

	Final beneficiaries[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Final beneficiaries are those who will benefit from the action in the long term at the level of the society or sector at large.] 

	· Research community through more appropriate research programmes, enhanced education and more young researchers
· Industry of RET as well as companies in the local energy sector through stimulation based on increased awareness and innovations regarding renewable energies
· Economy in Southern Africa through skilled workforce with practical know-how in RET
· Society especially in rural areas through increased quality and quantity of energy supply and adequate grid connection

	Estimated results
	· An institutional framework for 'Network of Excellence - NEED' in renewable energy science, technology and innovation
· A national research roadmap for RET per target country
· An institutionalised public decision-making process to incorporate RET research roadmaps into national research policies
· A framework and structure of practical training programmes on renewable energies to supplement related higher education at partner universities ('Dual Study Programmes')
· Aligned industry standards for a defined set of RET on national / possibly SADC level
· A regional energy concept for the Okavango Delta, which is applicable on broad scale
· A roadmap for regional transition in sustainable energy production & consumption ('Fossil-Free Wetlands')
· A regional energy concept for Gobabeb Research & Training Centre, which is applicable on broad scale
· A roadmap for regional transition in sustainable energy production & consumption ('Renewable Mini-Grid Drylands')
· An expert conference on renewable energy science, technology and innovation

	Main activities
	Overall project coordination and network-building
1. Support formulation of research policies in renewable energies (RE)
2. Education / adoption of 'Dual Study' concepts to local requirements
3. Develop RET industry standards
4. Develop model region 'Fossil-Free Wetlands'
5. Develop model region 'Renewable Mini-Grid Drylands'
6. Conduct project results dissemination

	EU Contribution 
	EUR 995,252.98, European Development Fund (EDF-lntra ACP)

	Duration 
	42 months , end date of activities 31/08/2017 



