
 

EUROPEAN UNION 

euoffice@osce.org • eeas.europa.eu/delegations/vienna  • PAGE 1/2 

OSCE Permanent Council No. 1306 
Vienna, 18 March 2021 

 
 EU on Belarus 

 
 

1. The EU has clearly and repeatedly expressed its position regarding the conduct of the 

9 August presidential elections in Belarus and their aftermath. The presidential 

elections were neither free nor fair and we do not recognise their results.  

2. We fully support today’s renewed call for genuine and inclusive dialogue between 

Belarusian authorities and the political opposition, including the Coordination Council 

and members of Belarusian civil society, leading to the holding of free and fair elections 

this year, with international observation including by ODIHR. Only a peaceful and 

democratic process, underpinned by independent and free media and a strong civil 

society, can provide sustainable solutions and restore respect for democracy and 

fundamental freedoms in Belarus.  

3. Unfortunately, the situation is not improving. We continue to observe the systematic 

oppression and persecution of the pro-democracy movement, civil society and 

independent media.  We strongly condemn violence employed by the Belarusian 

authorities and call for immediate and unconditional release and rehabilitation of 

political prisoners and those arbitrarily detained, including human rights defenders, 

journalists and other media actors, and an end to acts of repressions against them. 

4. Civil society and actors engaged in discussions on the future of Belarus must be 

protected from intimidation, forced exile, arbitrary arrest and violence. The rule of law 

and justice must prevail and a thorough and transparent investigation into all alleged 

abuses must take place, in order to hold those responsible to account. 

5. The EU thanks the former Albanian CiO and the current Swedish CiO for offering to 

facilitate a genuine and inclusive national dialogue. Only upholding human rights, 

democracy, the rule of law and free and fair elections will guarantee stability and 

sovereignty in Belarus. In this regard, we again urge Belarusian authorities to take up 

the offer, as presented by the former and current CiO on 28 August 2020. 

6. The EU stands ready to contribute to a democratic and peaceful solution and expects 

all partners of Belarus to support this dialogue. The people of Belarus demanded 
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change - they want their voices to count and their democratic will respected and the 

EU stands ready to support them in this endeavour. 

 

mailto:euoffice@osce.org
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/vienna

