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PRESS RELEASE

Subject: The Fifth edition of the EU-UN Human Rights Reel Film Festival kicks off on
Sunday at PNCA

Islamabad, 29 November 2019: European Union Delegation to Pakistan, in partnership with the
United Nations, sixteen EU and UN Member States, as well as the educational and cultural
institutions across Pakistan, has organized the ten-day Human Rights Reel Film Festival, opening on
December 1, 2019 with marking 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, an annual
international campaign and closing on the Human Rights Day on December 10", marking the 71th
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The celebration under the annual Human Rights Reel Film Festival is starting at the Pakistan
National Council of Arts, Islamabad on Sunday, 1 December 2019, with the screening of the first
documentary ‘A Dark Place’. The film gives voice to female journalists who have been victims of
cyber violence. It pays tribute to the women who continue bravely to resist.

The screening will be followed by a panel discussion on “Making the internet a ‘safe’ place for
journalists”. Parliamentary Secretary for Law and Justice and Member of National Assembly Maleeka
Bokhari, Resident Editor Dawn Fahd Hussain, Digital Rights Activist Nighat Dad and Human Rights
Lawyer and distinguished journalist Asma Shirazi will take part in the panel discussion moderated by
the BBC correspondent for Pakistan and Afghanistan, Secunder Kermani.

The film festival is a presentation of 29 award winning films and documentaries from around the
world on human rights issues such as freedom of expression, gender equality, access to justice,
minority rights and death penalty among others from around the world.

Subsequent screenings will be held in ten cities of Pakistan, including Faisalabad, Gujrat, Islamabad,
Lahore, Rawalpindi, Multan, Karachi, Peshawar, Mardan and Quetta at various universities,
embassies, the Centaurus Cineplex, as well as cultural centres such as Goethe-Institute, PNCA,
Chailogue and OLOMOPOLO Media, Pakistan Community Chowk Centre in Karachi. The
screenings are open to the public but require registering. Interested participant please register at
info.islamabad@unic.org. The calendar of the of the festival can be found at: @HRReel across social
media platforms.

H.E. Ambassador of the European Union to Pakistan states that "Building on the past experience, the
5th anniversary of the human rights festival seeks to highlight the importance of multilateralism, the
universality of human rights and the importance of global cooperation to ensure that protection of
human rights and respect for human dignity is a reality for all people everywhere. The festival also
aims to create cross-cultural understanding and stimulate discussions on global human rights issues
with students."

An online campaign to generate debate on the topics of the film is launched by the organisers and can
be followed under the hashtag #HRREEL19.
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