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EU Finances IGAD Region’s Combat Against COVID-19 – First Shipment of Medical Supplies Arrives at Bole Airport for Handover to Ministry of Health

[bookmark: _GoBack](Addis Ababa, 31 August 2020) The European Union (EU) supports the IGAD region with 60 million Euro (2.5 billion Birr) to address the health and socio-economic impact of COVID-19. This programme will mitigate the impact of COVID 19 pandemic by providing coordinated, coherent, and comprehensive actions across the Horn of Africa. It comes as a response to a call for International support made by the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and is part of the Team Europe Global Response package to support partner countries face the pandemic and its consequences.

The programme will support vulnerable groups, including migrants, refugees, internal displaced persons and cross-border communities. Thanks to the EU, the region will also receive medical equipment, including 3.5 million surgical masks, 24 ambulances, 8 mobile labs and 70,000 test kits. The programme will also ensure that borders and critical supply chain are safe for trade, and promote digital solutions to monitor the crisis.

The programme will be implemented by UNOPS, UNICEF, GIZ, IOM and Trade Mark East Africa and benefit Djibouti, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Somalia, The Sudan, South Sudan and Uganda.
In a ceremony held today Monday 31 August 2020 at Bole International Airport, Dr. Workeneh Gebeyehu, Secretary General of IGAD received the first consignment of procured health supplies and handed over to the Ministry of Health. 
Ambassador Johan Borgstam, Head of the EU Delegation to Ethiopia said:

“The EU has mobilised massively in support to the global COVID response. So far we have raised more than EUR 22 billion to address the health and economic consequences of the crisis. In the Horn of Africa this included EUR 767 million (EUR 287 million for Health and EUR 480 million to mitigate the economic consequences).  The European Union and its Member States, acting together as ‘Team Europe’, are working closely with partner countries to identify their main needs.  I am specifically proud of the programme we are launching today in support to the IGAD Coordinated Regional COVID Response. The programme will benefit all IGAD countries”. END
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