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EUROPEAN UNION 
DELEGA TION TO PAKISTAN 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
Subject: European Union brings relief to earthquake victims in Pakistan 

 
ISLAMABAD, 27 OCTOBER: The European Union is allocating €180,000 (over 36 million Pakistani 
rupees) to provide emergency humanitarian assistance to families affected by the devastating 
earthquake that struck Pakistan’s south-western province of Balochistan in early October. The aid will 
benefit over 4,500 people in the worst-hit district of Harnai.  
 
The EU funding supports the Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) in delivering immediate assistance 
through the distribution of emergency shelter materials and household items, such as tents, 
tarpaulins, blankets, kitchen sets and hygiene kits to ensure the basic needs are met. Training on 
hygiene promotion will also be organised to ensure good hygiene practices in affected communities. 
Special attention will be paid to those most in need, especially people whose homes were destroyed 
or severely damaged in the aftermath of the strong tremor.   
 
The funding is part of the EU’s overall contribution to the Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) of 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC).  
 
More than 21 people were killed and over 300 others injured when a strong 5.9-magnitude 
earthquake hit near Balochistan’s Hamai district in the early morning hours of 7 October. With a 
shallow depth of nine kilometres, the earthquake caused substantial damage to a number of homes 
and buildings, leaving hundreds of people homeless. Consecutive landslides blocked roads leading to 
the affected area, disrupting rescue and recovery efforts. Harnai, located about 160 kilometres east 
of in the provincial capital, Quetta, is one of the most affected areas, although damage was also 
reported in Quetta and in the city of Sibi. 
 
Background  
The European Union together with its Member States is the world's leading donor of humanitarian 
aid. Relief assistance is an expression of European solidarity towards people in need around the world. 
It aims to save lives, prevent and alleviate human suffering, and safeguard the integrity and human 
dignity of populations affected by natural disasters and human-made crises. 
 
Through its European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO), the European Union 
helps over 120 million victims of conflicts and disasters every year. For more information, please visit 
ECHO's website. 
 
The European Commission has signed a €3 million humanitarian contribution agreement with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) to support the Federation's 
Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF). Funds from the DREF are mainly allocated to “small-scale” 
disasters – those that do not give rise to a formal international appeal.  
 
The Disaster Relief Emergency Fund was established in 1985 and is supported by contributions from 
donors. Each time a National Red Cross or Red Crescent Society needs immediate financial support to 
respond to a disaster, it can request funds from the DREF. For small-scale disasters, the IFRC allocates 
grants from the Fund, which can then be replenished by the donors. The contribution agreement 
between the IFRC and ECHO enables the latter to replenish the DREF for agreed operations (that fit in 
with its humanitarian mandate) up to a total of €3 million.  
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For more details on the EU’s Humanitarian Support to Pakistan: 
 
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/where/asia-and-pacific/pakistan_en 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
  
Peter Biro, Regional Information Officer for Asia and the Pacific, European Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO): peter.biro@echofield.eu  
 
Saad Yusuf Mustafa 
Press and Information Officer 
Delegation of the European Union to Pakistan 
Phone: +92-51-227 182 8 
Email address: saad-yusuf.mustafa@eeas.europa.eu 
Web site: www.delpak.ec.europa.eu 
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