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The Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and the European Union have jointly elaborated a Project to support the development of the cultural sector in the country. Both parties acknowledge the role that heritage and culture can play in sustainable socio-economic development. 

The Project is managed and implemented under the supervision of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and funded under the 10th European Development Fund (EDF).  
 

The overall objective is to increase the long-term contribution of heritage and culture to the socio-economic development of Ethiopia by preserving and developing targeted heritage sites and sectors and improving their management for the future wellbeing of the nation. 
The Project is expected to contribute to the achievement of the objectives established under the National Cultural Policy (1995) as well as the Cultural and Tourism GTP Sector Plan (2010/2015) adopted by the Ministry of Culture. 

With the effective involvement of the private sector as a key issue, PROHEDEV Project will operate at federal and regional level. The direct beneficiaries will be:

· The Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the overall Project coordinator and supervisor. Its staff will benefit from training programmes, exchanges activities and capacity building initiatives.

· The Regional Culture and Tourism Bureaux and the regional authorities will be major partners in the Project and responsible for the implementation of the regional components.

· The cultural community nationwide represented by relevant Cultural institutions, Professional Associations, Cultural operators, Artists, Civil society, Universities, Education and training institutions in the cultural sectors or related domains.
The Project is organized in five closely interlinked clusters of activities:

· Capacity building activities to reinforce the role of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the regional and local bodies in charge of culture and culture institutions in the country. The aim is to improve the institutional and regulatory environment as well as the conditions of the sector, facilitating the information sharing, the decision-making and the coordination, optimizing sectoral public outreach and communication.

· Paleontological heritage: The Project will conduct an appraisal in view of establishing a future Paleontological Museum in Addis Ababa, and will develop two major paleontological sites at Omo and Awash River Valleys in partnership with UNESCO.
· Regional cultural development projects: The Project will allocate funds to the 9 regions of Ethiopia. The aim is to implement specific projects, contributing to regional socio-economic development and to preserve cultural heritage, cultural diversity at a local level. 

The 3 emerging regions of Benishangul-Gumuz, Gambella and Somali Region will essentially benefit from capacity building initiatives. 
The 6 other regions of Afar, Amhara, Harari People, Oromia, Southern Nations, Nationalities and People, and Tigrai have been selected to implement a range of development models with various elements like:

· Cultural, historical and natural resources’ protection and promotion. 
· Development of the traditional craft sector.

· Diversification of cultural activities.

· Upgrading historical sites.

· Development of cultural spaces and cultural tourism circuits.
· Training institutions in the Music sector: The Project will support the development of Ethiopian Modern Popular Music and an Ethio-Jazz Department at the Yared School of Music to enhance professional skills.
· Grant scheme for cultural industries for the Image and Audiovisual sector: These two sectors have a strong potential for socio-economic development and for enhancing cultural visibility and Ethiopia's image abroad. With a budget of 1 million euro, the Grant Scheme aims at contributing to the development of capacity building opportunities, the promotion of initiatives and events, as well as supporting specific productions. A Call for proposals will be published during the first trimester 2014. 

With a total budget of 10 million euro for the period 2013–2018, the final beneficiaries of PROHEDEV will be the Ethiopian population who will benefit from an improved cultural environment, a positive impact on employment, poverty alleviation and growth.
Further information relating to the activities of the Project will be published in the PROHEDEV web site during the second trimester 2014.
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	The European Commission is the EU’s executive body.
“The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to gradually link together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders”.
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