ACCEPTANCE SPEECH AT THE EU HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS AWARD HELD ON THE 29TH APRIL 2021. RITA. H. ACIRO -LAKOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UGANDA WOMEN’S NETWORK.

Your Excellencies,
The European Union Ambassador in Uganda
Our host the German Ambassador in Uganda
All the Ambassador’s in Uganda here present
Hon Ministers and Members of Parliament
Government Representatives 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Development Partners in your respective capacities
Colleagues from Civil Society
Fellow Country women and men
Ladies and Gentle,

I stand here exceedingly humbled to have been nominated and eventually emerging as the winner for the EU Human Rights Defenders Award. I would like to thank all those nominated and the EU in Uganda for finding me deserving for this award. Allow me take this opportunity to congratulate all the nominees for coming thus far.
I am here, we are here, especially as women and girls because someone, someday, somewhere stood up for us to have better life. I stand on the shoulders of those women who came before me, who stood up for the rights of women and girls and for humanity in general.
I would like to acknowledge the efforts of everyone in making the world a better place for all. Defending Human Rights is not/ should not be a Job but rather driven by passion and compassion and indeed, should be our way of life. While to today we have this award ceremony, I know for sure there are many people out there who on a daily basis are standing and speaking up in defence of Human Rights each probably from a different perspective and angle. Non-is more important the other. Thank you All.
As women and Girls rights advocates and defenders, many times we are challenged for having over stepped the boundaries of culture, tradition and religion by advancing the rights of women and girls. In fact, many times abuse to women and girls are tolerated and least appreciated as Human Rights despite the numerous laws and policies the Government of Uganda has enacted starting with our Constitution of 1995. 
Once stated by the former First Lady, New York Senator and Secretary of State of the United State of America- Hillary Clinton; Women’s Rights, are Human Rights and Human Rights are Women’s’ Rights. The benefits of promotion and protecting human rights especially for women and girls will yield dividends towards the attainment of national and international goals like SDG 5 and 10 (Gender Equality and Reduced Inequality). It is my hope that we all, invest in the protection and promotion of the rights we all enjoy.
It is my honour today to receive and accept this award, on behalf of the” invisible” Human/ Women Rights Defenders in the homes, communities and public spaces who may never have the opportunity to have the spot light and stage and yet doing a credible job in giving voice to women and girl’s rights. It is my humble opinion that each and every one of us can contribute to uphold and protect Human Rights. Indeed, we can each start within our sphere of influence in homes, communities, and public spaces. A dignified life for all, should be our aspiration.

Thank All.

FOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY.







 
