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Your Excellency, Attilio Pacifici, EU Ambassador, 

Members of Parliament,  

Members of the EU Community in Uganda, 

Excellences, 

Members of the Diplomatic Corps    

Heads of International Organizations 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It’s an honour, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of 

Uganda and on my own behalf, to extend our heartfelt 

congratulations to the European Union, on the commemoration of 

71st anniversary of the Europe Day.   A day that celebrates peace 

and unity in Europe.    It was on this day in 1950 that Robert 

Schuman, the then French Foreign Minister, proclaimed the 

historic ‘Schuman declaration’, that would mark the beginning of 

European Unification.   

This day celebrates peace and unity in Europe.  It also reminds us 

that safeguarding peace is the foundation of development and 

prosperity.  The ending of wars in Europe spurred years of rapid 

economic growth and development, shaping Europe and the nature 

of its influence on the rest of the World.   

Uganda cherishes peace and unity, therefore, this day resonates 

well with our commitment to peace, security and unity within our 

borders, our region and beyond.  Equally, Uganda has continued to 

champion efforts to accelerate and deepen integration in our region, 

like has happened in the EU.  We are convinced that in this era of 

globalization it is an imperative for the region’s future economic 

competitiveness, its development, prosperity and security.    
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Excellency 

I am glad to say that, relations between Uganda and the European 

Union continue to grow from strength to strength.     These 

relations remain cordial and mutually beneficial for the Uganda and 

EU member states. We have maintained significant interactions at 

all levels and cooperation in different fields such as; the economic, 

political, social and cultural fields. 

As Government, we value our partnership and are committed to 

strengthen it further.  Our partnership has been vibrant and strong 

since the mid-1970s, reinforced by the ACP-EC Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement. In line with Article 8 of the Cotonou 

Agreement, the Government, has maintained regular political 

dialogue on issues of mutual interest in areas such as; trade, 

investment, environment, democracy, human rights, rule of law 

among others. This dialogue has been useful and taken place at 

different levels including at the highest level. 

I wish to commend Your Excellency Ambassador Attilio Pacifici, and 

your entire team for the important contribution you continue to 

make in consolidating the close relations between Uganda and the 

European Union. 

Excellency 

The greatest public health challenge of our time, the COVID19 

pandemic has affected Uganda like so many other countries around 

the world. We sympathize with the loss of lives in the EU member 

states and applaud the EU for its solidarity and support extended to 

Uganda and the global efforts to combat the pandemic.    In March 

this year, Uganda received the first batch of vaccines under the 

COVAX facility which the EU has supported.  The arrival marked a 

historic step towards the goal of ensuring equitable distribution of 

COVID-19 vaccines globally.   We look forward to working with the 
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EU beyond the immediate challenges of the current crisis, in giving 

greater attention on the recovery from this epidemic.  

As we embark on our development and socio-economic 

transformation agenda, we appreciate the important contribution 

and support that the EU has continued to render to our 

development efforts.   We applaud the EU funding granted to 

Uganda through the 11th European Development Fund totaling 

euros 558 million for the last 5 years.   We also appreciate the 

additional funding to aid the Country cope with pressing economic, 

political and social challenges.   

As Government, we believe that trade, investment and tourism are 

critical drivers for the country’s development efforts.  We are 

therefore committed to strengthening the business ties and expand 

cooperation in these areas.   The EU as a bloc remains a major 

trade partner with Uganda with a share of 26 percent of total 

exports.  We believe the potential is greater than it is now.     We 

therefore welcome the first Europe-Uganda Business Forum that 

took place in Kampala, in March last year, which brought together 

investors, policy makers, industry leaders, from the EU and 

Uganda.   The Forum presented an opportunity to share 

experiences and build sustainable commercial relationships that 

can best contribute to promote investments in Uganda.   The 

momentum it created was affected by the COVID19 pandemic 

however, the Government is ready to work with the EU Delegation 

to continue to promote this initiative. 

 

On this day that celebrates peace in Europe, we welcome the 

contribution by the EU in the maintenance of Regional and 

International peace and security. I wish to underline that Uganda is 

committed to supporting peace and security in the region and is 

ready to work with the EU in addressing the peace and security 

challenges in the Great Lakes Region and beyond.  We appreciate 

the support in particular to the African Union Mission in Somalia 
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(AMISOM).    We encourage the EU and other international partners 

to continue to support regional efforts to address regional problems.  

In this regard, we look forward to continued support and 

collaboration in the stabilization efforts in Somalia, but also the rest 

of the conflict situations in our region, which lead to a refugee 

influx into the country. 

The number of refugees in Uganda now exceeds 1.4 million.  Our 

approach and policy has been greatly enriched by the selfless 

generosity of our people, welcoming and helping refugees.  We 

believe that no one chooses to be a refugee and every person must 

be treated with dignity and kindness in their times of need.   This 

approach has undoubtedly put many pressures on the government.  

We are therefore grateful to the EU for its generous support for their 

humanitarian needs, resilience and addressing their long-term 

needs. We encourage the EU and other international partners to 

extend support to the host communities as well.  

Excellency 

On democracy and good governance, we recognize the support by 

the EU in strengthening the national sectors such as Justice, law 

reform, social accountability, and sound Public Financial 

Management.  The Government’s commitment to democracy and 

good governance including human rights, is firm because, we 

believe that these tenets are good for our people and country.    The 

Government has had dialogue with the EU on these matters and is 

ready to continue doing so, on the basis of mutual respect, non-

interference and sovereignty.    

After a peaceful general election last January, I am glad to say that 

the country has moved on and the Government of Uganda is 

committed to maintaining domestic tranquility, rule of law and 

providing for the welfare of its citizens.  We are ready to work with 

EU and other partners to make progress on all fronts.   
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Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I wish to propose a toast to the good health and wellbeing to His 

Excellency, Ursula von der Leyen, the President of the European 

Commission, to Your Excellency’s good health, to all Ambassadors 

of EU Members States and for the continued solidarity between 

Uganda and the EU. 

I Thank You! 

 


