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Dear Professor Gulshan Sachdeva (Jean Monnet Chair and Director of the Centre of European studies), Excellencies, students, 

It is a great pleasure to have the opportunity to present to an audience during my first visit to India during my tenure as Managing Director for the Asia-Pacific in the European External Action Service. I am glad about the interest in the EU which matches the sense of new momentum for EU-India cooperation in foreign and security policy that I have experienced during my visit. 
The EU has been a long-standing actor in Asia, and we have been developing strong partnerships with many Asian countries, including India which is a strategic partner for the EU. Those contacts span economic and trade relations, research and innovation, safeguarding global public goods, education and people to people contacts, and major contributions to development cooperation or humanitarian assistance world wider and in this region. 

Beyond these important areas of cooperation, the EU has strengthened its foreign and security policy ties with the Asia region and Asian partners individually. As you will know, since the mid-1990s, the EU has been developing a common foreign and security policy, and specific methods of cooperation and instruments have been devised, enabling the EU to become a global actor as well as contributor to global crisis management, including in the Asia region (for instance through the Aceh Monitoring Mission, 2005-2008).
A close partner of the United Nations and regional organisations in conflict prevention, crisis management and post-conflict stabilization, the EU has recently adopted a new strategy reflecting the changes in the global strategic environment and setting out its core interests, priorities and principles for its engagement in the world. This yields opportunities for the Asia-Pacific region and EU-India cooperation.
Let me first outline the main ideas and principles of the EU Global Strategy and thereafter elaborate on its impact on India.
It has not gone unnoticed that the strategic environment of the EU has changed dramatically over the past years. It is clear today more than ever that challenges to our security need a response that combines aspects of internal and external policies. Core interests of the EU are security and prosperity for its citizens living in a democratic, rules-based system. As the security of the Union, and societal resilience inside the Union depend on stability in its southern and eastern vicinity, an integrated approach to conflicts and crises as well as effective regional cooperation are required which we believe also contribute to sustainable global governance. 

Most of these priorities and approaches will not be new to you who you are studying the EU in depth, but against the background of recent challenges in the European region and published a few days after the Brexit vote, the Strategy attempts to give the Union a collective sense of direction. This certainly represents an attempt to address the European citizen's demand for more security and a political strategy to counter populist trends - "putting back the citizen at the centre of the European project". 

At the same time, an importantly for our foreign policy action, the Global Strategy clearly restated a commitment to acting united on the world stage to keep citizens safe, preserve interests and uphold values. The EU's commitment to a strong global footprint and to building a more credible, more responsive and better coordinated Union has thus been reconfirmed and given new political backing. In the words of the High Representative Mogherini: "None of our countries has the strength or the resources to address threats alone. But as a Union of almost half a billion citizens our potential is unparalleled". 

In order to be able to play that role, the EU will on the one hand continue to develop its particular strength as a non-traditional actor and try to use joined-up approaches, leveraging in particular the EU’s economic power as well as trade and development policies, while creating synergies between internal and external policies which we believe bears the potential to strengthen the EU’s role as a security actor beyond crisis and conflict management. 
Moreover, the concept of strategic autonomy in terms of security that the Global Strategy propels is a new concept for the Union in security policy, and it has already led to concrete follow-up action aimed at strengthening the European structures and make them more resilient but also complementary to NATO. EU Foreign Ministers last week Monday clearly endorsed work under way to make the EU a more capable and therewith more credible security provider and defined the level of ambition for the EU in the field of security and defence. I will elaborate the potential for Asia in a moment. 
The Asian Angle

I realize that the EU Global Strategy is relatively short on geographical recipes as it deals more with horizontal issues, policy areas and thematic aspects. But the Strategy explicitly recognizes Europe's historical ties with Asia, the economic weight of the region and the interdependence of our futures.
In view of that, the EU will deepen economic diplomacy and scale-up its security role in Asia. This plays out in a continued and stronger investment in regional structures and tailored strategies for individual countries. For instance, the Strategy pays explicit attention to engaging China based on the rule of law, both domestically and internationally. When China rejected the award by an international Arbitral Tribunal initiated by the Philippines on the South China Sea, the EU published two statements focussing on the need to respect and promote the rule of law. The EU will pursue a coherent approach to "Chinas  One Belt One Road", an infrastructure diplomacy.

In that vein, the EU will also deepen its political and economic diplomacy in the region, also working towards ambitious free trade agreements with Japan, India
 and ASEAN member states. The EU has cooperated with ASEAN for nearly 40 years and is a regular participant in the ARF and Shangri-La dialogues. 

The EUGS now sets out the objective to develop a more politically rounded approach to Asia, seeking to make greater practical contributions to Asian security. The EUGS spells out explicitly that "the EU will contribute to global maritime security, building on its experience in the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean, and exploring possibilities in the Gulf of Guinea, the South China Sea and the Straits of Malacca."
Against this background, the EU will continue to support state-building and reconciliation processes in Afghanistan together with its partners. As you the EU has hosted a hugely successful conference on Afghanistan in Brussels last month with important participation from India amongst other key regional player and which announced a major pledge. The EU is now supporting India's Heart of Asia conference in early December in Amritsar which will make a renewed effort of bringing stability and development to this strategic and conflict-ridden country. 

In East and Southeast Asia, the EU continues to uphold freedom of navigation, to stand firm on the respect for international law, and to promote non-proliferation in the Korean peninsula. It will support an ASEAN-led regional security architecture. In Central and South Asia, the EU participates in counter-terrorism policies, cooperates to fight trafficking of human beings, manage migration, as well as enhance transport, trade and energy as part of the larger connectivity project. A cross-cutting issue in the Indo Pacific and East Asian regions is the EU's engagement to promote human rights, rule of law and the support for democratic transitions such as in Myanmar/Burma.

While not game changers in the Asia Pacific, the EU and its Member States are actively involved economically, politically and in terms of security. The EU's approach and experience with non-traditional security, its focus on rule of law, resilience, cooperative integration and problem-solving make it to an external actor in the AP region with a potential to increase. And the EU's role in brokering the Iran nuclear deal clearly points to the EU's potential in a region which is also of crucial relevance to India's interest. 

With the renewed commitment to a global role and building on our already existing engagement in Asia, the following will enable the EU to play a more prominent role in Asian security, and "each action point" should resonate with our Indian counterparts:
· The creation of a stronger Union on security and defence which will be able to tackle today's threats and challenges more effectively should be of interest to India and directly respond to criticism that the EU is not a serious  international security actor. The EU and India could consult closer as the EU deepens defence cooperation, enhances civil-military synergies in CSDP Missions and operations and develops, in the long run, a European hub for strategic information, early warning and analysis. 

· Maritime security, cybersecurity, terrorism and radicalisation are prominent in the implementation plan; and all issues are very relevant to India which has many times expressed an interest in exchanging experience on countering online radicalisation. For example, it is noted that possible CSDP Missions and Operations could be ''maritime security or surveillance operations, including longer term in the vicinity of Europe''. Moreover, there is a call for the EU and MS to invest and develop collaborative approaches in high-end military capabilities (including strategic enablers) and in cyber and maritime security.

· It is foreseen to invest more into building capacities of partners (especially in post-conflict environments or to prevent crises). It is envisaged that such CSDP Missions (e.g. training) may require robust force for protection which can take the form of security cooperation with relevant third state partners (India might be an obvious candidate).

· Contributions from partner countries to CSDP missions and operations. The EU will continue to develop these partnerships including through (Framework) Participation Agreements. Consideration should be given to use CSDP partnerships with partner countries ''that share EU values'' (again India should qualify).


Turning to EU-India relations
In March of this year the EU and India made a joint effort to re-energize the EU-India relationship: the EU-India Summit gave momentum which this Strategic Partnership urgently needs. The "EU-India Agenda for Action-2020" is a wide ranging work program which we will implement together in the field of politics and security. The latter might be rather new to the Indian public, however, policy makers have started to engage: India has already cooperated with the EU in anti-piracy efforts and has very recently expressed interest in participating in the EU's very successful ATALANTA operation.
Beyond the cooperation in the maritime domain, we already have close contacts on cyber security, counter-terrorism, non-proliferation and disarmament issues. More in-depth discussion and concrete cooperation on crisis management and global issues could be envisaged. We also see greater scope for consultations on regional issues, in particular when it comes to Asia. India and the EU share a lot of concerns on South Asia but also North-East Asia, Southeast Asia and "West Asia". Both sides already make relevant contributions to stability and development and could realize better outcomes if the respective actions are deployed in a reinforcing or complementary manner.
Conclusion
The EU's Global Strategy looks at the world as it is and represents a bold statement of intent, a "vison" as the subtitle explains: the EU vouches to be an active global player and is acutely aware of the need to match words with deeds. As outlined, the EU has launched an ambitious work plan to improve its action capability as a security actor. Progress on this body of work will enable it, over time, to make a greater contribution to stability and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific. 
As the world's largest democracies with a shared commitment to effective multilateralism and international law, respect for human rights and pluralism, and the peaceful settlement of disputes, India and the EU a natural partner in such an endeavour. We are here in Delhi today to strengthen and deepen our exchanges on all these issues of common interest and develop practical cooperation. Today's world needs more engagement and more joint action for the benefit of mankind. It's high time to tap the potential of our partnership!
� "… the EU will deepen its economic diplomacy in the region, working towards ambitious free trade agreements with strategic partners such as Japan and India, as well as ASEAN member states, with the goal of an eventual EU-ASEAN agreement." EUGS: p. 38.
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