[image: image1.wmf]
Address by Achim SCHAFFERT 
Head of Cooperation 

Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Namibia

On the occasion of the Climate Change Forum 
12 October 2017
· Minister of Environment and Tourism, Hon Pohamba SHIFETA

· Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Tourism Dr Malan LINDEQUE

· Development partners;
· Private Sector;
· Friends from the Media,

· Ladies and Gentlemen,
· All protocol observed, 
I am very honoured to be here today at the Climate Change Forum as we seek ways to accelerated climate change actions in an effective, efficient, and equitable manner. This Forum comes at the right time as we are preparing for the COP23 later this year and I would also like to congratulate Southern Times / Government for gathering SADC countries at this platform
Climate change is an issue that concerns us all. The European Union is committed to become a highly energy-efficient, low-carbon economy, and is therefore at the forefront of international efforts to tackle Climate Change. Building a European Energy Union with a forward-looking climate policy is a top priority for the European Commission. As such, the EU has chosen the headship mode of leading by example, being the first region to have passed binding legislation to ensure that ambitious climate and energy targets are met in 2020 

These actions aim to strengthen the EU's energy security by reducing reliance on coal, oil and gas imports, as well as spurring innovation in clean technologies, creating sustainable sources of economic growth and employment.  

In addition, the EU and its Member States have agreed that at least 20% of the EU budget for 2014-2020 (as much as EUR 180 billion) should be spent on climate-related actions. They remain dedicated to scaling-up climate funding in order to contribute their share of the developed countries' goal to jointly mobilise USD 100 billion per year by 2020 from a wide variety of public and private sources. 
EU support to climate action spans over all sectors, with a particular focus on adaptation, building resilience, disaster risk reduction and renewable energy; and further integrating climate change considerations across programming standards, methods and processes. It will be articulated around the NDCs (Nationally Determined Contributions) that countries prepared in view of the Paris Agreement, and closely linked to the Agenda 2030 and the SDGs. During the period 2014-2020, the EU has put in place instruments and funding amounting to more than EUR 40 billion of grants.
In Namibia, the EU is supporting various actions to counter land degradation and adapt to climate change variability through the improvement of rangeland management practices and the utilization of conservation agriculture as a basis for sustainable crop production and improved food security. The EU is also rendering support to strategic national platforms such as the Namibian rangeland management forum as well as actions that contribute to renewable energy usage and energy efficiency in rural communities of Namibia. The total EU budget in support to Climate Change actions in Namibia amounts 7.1 Million Euros. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, this Forum is expected to put together the State of Play regarding the implementation of the Paris Commitment at SADC and National Level as we are preparing for the COP23.  The EU will participate in the COP23 later this year and we invite you all to a series of global side events planned by the EU where we will be stimulating debates on key thematic areas, engage observers and facilitate the dialogue with party delegates. 
Thank you for your attention.
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