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Your Excellency Mr Mahamudu Bawumia, Vice-Presideoit the
Republic of Ghana,

Your Excellencies Ambassadors of EU Member States,
Honourable Ministers, Members of the Government,
Honourable Members of the Parliament,

President of the European Business OrganisatioBhana, Mr Olivier
Van Parys,

Colleagues from EU Embassies,

Representatives of the European and Ghanaian @3eadtor,
Friends from the press,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Welcome to the European Union Residence.

We are here this evening for dialogue and partm@réhalogue between
the European Union and Ghana, but also dialoguedset the public and
the private sector.

We have a common interest to work with Ghana tp gf@investment —
the EU is already the first investor in this coyntr and to do more
business here.

Today we are celebrating the second anniversarythef European
Business Organisation in Ghana which was officiddlynched in May
2015.

Ladies and Gentlemen, in the past two years we lsmen some

significant developments.



Last year, Ghana signed and ratified the interimnBeic Partnership
Agreement. The Agreement entered into force on é&eimber following
its ratification by the European Parliament.

Why is it important to have an EPA?

The EU is the largest market for Ghana's agricaltproduce And the
EPA protects those exports and jobs in the expetios. But the EPA is
also about creating, creating new jobs through mew@stment and new
opportunities for business and trade.

We are now working with the Government and the gigvsector to
implement the EPA for our mutual benefit.

The other big change since last year is of colrsedsult of the elections
and the change in Government.

Vice-President we are delighted to have you withhis evening. Thank
you for accepting our invitation. Your presencevgtgour government's
commitment to working together with the Europeanddn

We welcome the Government's commitment to macraaoanstability,
to fiscal discipline, and business reforms, togethigh dynamic export
and investment promotion.

We welcome the fact that your government has plalcecorivate sector
at the heart of its development strategy.

Today we need a new partnership for business battheeEU and Ghana
— a new economic partnership.

We now have the legal tools to do this, and we ltagecommitment on
both sides. Now let's work together to make it@csss.

| would add that we have recently seen the Presigieiting many
ECOWAS countries and reaffirming his commitment tegional

integration.



The European Union is fully supportive of ECOWAStbpolitically and
economically, and our aim is still to reach an agrent with all the
ECOWAS countries on an economic partnership.

We are fortunate today to have a short video mesfagn our Director
for Trade at the DG Trade of the European CommissMrs Sandra
Gallina. She sent this message from Argentina wtiexeEU is currently
negotiating with Mercosur — the Common Market ofithoAmerica

Let's listen to her.

Thank you for your attention. | would now like tekaHis Excellency the

Vice- President to address us.



